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Figs. 12 A and 12B: In Western blot analysis of several human tissues, the A variant specific 
antibody recognized four major polypeptide bands at approximately 40, 42, 44, and 50 kDa 
(12A). 50 kDa band was detectable in skeletal muscle whereas uterine muscle, colon 
epithelium and prostate showed similar expression patterns of GPRA A at approximately 50, 
44, 40 kDa. The most intensive GPRA A expression was recorded in colon muscle at 42 kDa. 
The B variant specific antibody recognized two major polypeptide bands at approximately 25 
and 39 kDa with the most intensive GPRA expression in kidney (12B). 
Fig. 13: Genomic structure of AAA1 showing both the exon (size below) and intron (size 
above) structures of the gene, AAA1 (asthma associated alternatively spliced gene 1) shows 
complex splicing, two alternative starting methionines and six alternative stop codons for the 
predicted polypeptide was identified. Location of the primers used in cloning of different 
splice variants are shown below. Gray area shows the location of AST1. 
Fig. 14: 1-XII different splice variants of AAA1, 1-XI are full length cDNAs. 
Fig. IS: Sequence alignments of the predicted polypeptides encoded by the LOG splice 
variants of AAA1 (CLUSTAL W program). The conserved region of the AAA1 encoded 
polypeptides is in bold. 

Fig. 16: Human multiple tissue expression array (BD, Clontech) hybridized with the probe 
specific for AAA1 (a mixture of multiple splice variants) (upper panel) and location of 
studied RNAs in the dot blot (lower panel). 

Fig. 17: Human fetal multiple tissue northern blot (BD, Clontech) hybridized with the probe 
specific for AAA1 (a mixture of multiple splice variants) identifies several alternative 
transcripts (arrows). 

Fig. 18: Tissue specific expression AAA1. RT-PCR with the variants I, IV, VI, X, and XI 
specific primer pairs in liver (Li), lung (Lu), testis (Te), and kidney (Ki) shows different 
patterns of transcripts in different tissues. 

Fig. 19: Variable alternative splicing for AAA1 depending on genotype. RT-PCR spanning 
exons 6 to 10b of AAA1 was performed on lymphoblastic RNA samples genotyped for 
AST1. Only the non-carrier of AST1 processes normal amount of the exon 6-10b transcript, 
whereas a homozygote and heterozygotes show either absent transcript or smaller splice 
variants. Beta-actin was used as control in parallel amplifications. 
Fig. 20: Nucleic (SEQ ID NOS:16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40) and 
amino acid sequences (SEQ ID NOS:17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41) of 
splice variants of AAA1. 
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Figs. 21A and 21B: 21A. In vitro translation of AAA1 gene using rabbit reticulocyte lysate 
translation machinery with S -labelled methionine in the reaction mixture. 21B. Specificity 
of the AAA1 antibody (anti-AAAl). Glutathione S-transferase (GST) -fusion proteins for 
AAA1 were expressed in E. coli as GST fusion proteins (GST-AAA1). 



DEFINITIONS 

Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms have the same meaning as is 
commonly understood by one of skill in the art to which this invention is related. The 
definitions below are presented for clarity. 

i 

"Isolated" when referred to a molecule, refers to a molecule that has been identified and 
separated and/or recovered from a component of its natural environment and thus is altered 
"by the hand of man" from its natural state. For example, an isolated polynucleotide could be 
part of a vector or a composition of matter, or could be contained within a cell, and still be 
"isolated" because that vector, composition of matter, or particular cell is not the original 
environment of the polynucleotide. The term "isolated" does not refer to genomic or cDNA 
libraries, whole cell total or mRNA preparations, genomic DNA preparations (including 
those separated by electrophoresis and transferred onto blots), sheared whole cell genomic 
DNA preparations or other compositions where the art demonstrates no distinguishing 
features of die polynucleotide sequences of the present invention. 

"Nucleic acid", includes DNA molecules (e.g. cDNA or genomic DNA), RNA molecules 
(e.g., mRNA), analogs of the DNA or RNA generated using nucleotide analogs, and 
derivatives, fragments and homologs. The nucleic acid or nucleic acid molecule may be 
single-stranded or double-stranded, but preferably comprises double-stranded DNA. 
Preferred nucleic acids of the invention include segments of DNA, or their complements 
including any one of the polymorphic sites shown in Table 3, 7 or 12. The segments are 
usually between 5 and 100 contiguous bases, and often range from 5, 10, 12, 15, 20, or 25 
nucleotides to 10, 15, 30, 25, 20, 50 or 100 nucleotides. Nucleic acids between 5-10, 5-20, 
10-20, 12-30, 15-30, 10-50, 20-50 or 20-100 bases are common. The polymorphic site can 
occur within any position of the segment. The segments can be from any of the allelic forms 
of DNA shown in Table 3, 7 or 12. For brevity in Table 3, the symbol T is used to represent 
both thymidine in DNA and uracil in RNA. Thus, in RNA oligonucleotides, the symbol T 
should be construed to indicate a uracil residue. Unless otherwise apparent from the context, 
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reference to a SEQ ID NO. of the invention, refers to the strand shown in the sequence listing 
for that SEQ ID NO., the perfect complementary strand thereof or a duplex of the two. Thus, 
for example, reference to primers hybridizing to SEQ ID NO: 1 includes primers hybridizing 
to the strand shown in the sequence listing and the complementary strand. 



"Isolated nucleic acid" is separated from other nucleic acid molecules which are present in 
the natural source of the nucleic acid. Preferably, an isolated nucleic acid is free of sequences 
that naturally flank the nucleic acid sequences located at the 5'- and 3 '-termini of the 
nucleic acid) in the genomic DNA of the organism from which the nucleic acid is derived. 
For example, in various embodiments, isolated asthma locus-1 molecules can contain less 
than about 5 kb, 4 kb, 3kb, 2 kb, 1 kb, 0.5 kb or 0.1 kb of nucleotide sequences which 
naturally flank the nucleic acid molecule in genomic DNA of the cell/tissue from which the 
nucleic acid is derived (e.g. 9 brain, heart, liver, spleen, etc.). Moreover, an isolated nucleic 
acid molecule, such as a cDNA molecule, can be substantially free of other cellular material 
or culture medium when produced by recombinant techniques, or of chemical precursors or 
other chemicals when chemically synthesized 



The term "fragment 11 or "segment" as applied to a longer nucleic acid, may ordinarily be at 
least about 10 contiguous nucleotides of the longer nucleic acid in length, typically, at least 
about 20 contiguous nucleotides, more typically, from about 20 to about 50 contiguous 
nucleotides, preferably at least about 50 to about 100 contiguous nucleotides, even more 
preferably at least about 100 contiguous nucleotides to about 300 contiguous nucleotides, yet 
even more preferably at least about 300 to about 400, and most preferably, the nucleic acid 
fragment will be greater than about 500 contiguous nucleotides in length. 



"Oligonucleotide" comprises a series of linked nucleotide residues, which oligonucleotide 
has a sufficient number of nucleotide bases to be used in a PCR reaction or other application. 
A short oligonucleotide sequence may be based on, or designed from, a genomic or cDNA 
sequence and is used to amplify, confirm, or reveal the presence of an identical, similar or 
complementary DNA or RNA in a particular cell or tissue. Oligonucleotides comprise 
portions of a nucleic acid. 

"Variant" refers to a polynucleotide differing from the polynucleotide of the present 
invention, but retaining essential properties thereof. Generally, variants are overall closely 
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similar, and, in many regions, identical to the polynucleotide of the present invention. Allelic 
variants of a gene refer to variant forms of the same gene between different individuals of the 
same species. The first identified allelic form is arbitrarily designated as the reference form 
and other allelic forms are designated as alternative or variant alleles. The allelic form 
occurring most frequently in a selected population is sometimes referred to as the wildtype 
form. Diploid organisms may be homozygous or heterozygous for allelic forms. A diallelic 
polymorphism has two forms. A triallelic polymorphism has three forms. Cognate forms of 
a gene refers to variation between structurally and functionally related genes between species. 
For example, the human gene showing the greatest sequence identity and closest functional 
relationship to a mouse gene is the human cognate form of the mouse gene. Thus, for 
example, the invention includes primate, bovine, ovine, murine, and avian cognate forms of 
the human GPRA and AAA1 genes. 

A single nucleotide polymorphism occurs at a polymorphic site occupied by a single 
nucleotide, which is the site of variation between allelic sequences. The site is usually 
preceded by and followed by highly conserved sequences of the allele (e.g., sequences that 
vary in less than 1/100 or 1/1000 members of the populations). A single nucleotide 
polymorphism usually arises due to substitution of one nucleotide for another at the 
polymorphic site. A transition is the replacement of one purine by another purine or one 
pyrimidine by another pyrimidine. A transversion is the replacement of a purine by a 
pyrimidine or vice versa. Single nucleotide polymorphisms can also arise from a deletion of 
a nucleotide or an insertion of a nucleotide relative to a reference allele. 
A set of polymorphisms means at least 2, and sometimes 5, or more of the polymorphisms 
shown in Table 3, 7 or 12. 

"Stringency". Highly stringency conditions are well-known in the art, e.g. 6xNaCl/sodium 
citrate (SSC) at about 45 °C is applied for a hybridization step, followed by a wash of 2xSSC 
at 50 °C or , e.g. 9 alternatively hybridization at 42 °C in 5xSSC, 20 mM NaP04, pH 6.8, 50% 
formamide; and washing at 42 °C in 0.2xSSC. These conditions can be varied empirically 
based on the length and the GC nucleotide base content of the sequences to be hybridized, or 
based on formulas for determining such variation (See, for example, Sambrook et 
a/,"Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual", Second Edition, pages 9.47-9.51, Cold Spring 
Harbor, New York: Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press (1989)). A low stringency is 
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defined herein as being in 4-6 X SSC/0. 1-0.5% w/v SDS at 37-45 degree of C for 2-3 hours. 
Depending on the source and concentration of nucleic acid involved in the hybridization, 
alternative conditions of stringency may be employed such as medium stringent conditions 
which are considered herein to be 1-4 X SSC/0.25-0.5% w/v SDS at 45 degree of Celsius for 
2-3 hours or highly stringent conditions considered herein to be 0.1-1 X SSC/0.1% w/v SDS 
at 60 degree of Celsius for 1-3 hours. 

Hybridization probes are capable of binding in a base-specific manner to a complementary 
strand of nucleic acid Such probes include nucleic acids, peptide nucleic acids, as described 
in Nielsen et al, Science 254, 1497-1500 (1991). "Probes" are nucleic acid sequences of 
variable length, preferably between at least about 10 nucleotides (nt), 100 nt, or many (e.g. 9 
6000 nt) depending on the specific use. Often probes have 15-50 nucleotides. Probes are 
used to detect identical, similar, or complementary nucleic acid sequences. Longer length 
probes can be obtained from a natural or recombinant source, are highly specific, and much 
slower to hybridize than shorter-length oligomer probes. Probes may be single- or double- 
stranded and designed to have specificity in PCR, membrane-based hybridization 
technologies, or ELISA-like technologies. Probes also hybridize to nucleic acid molecules in 
biological samples, thereby enabling immediate applications in chromosome mapping, 
linkage analysis, tissue identification and/or typing, and a variety of forensic and diagnostic 
methods of the invention. 

The term primer refers to a single-stranded oligonucleotide capable of acting as a point of 
initiation of template-directed DNA synthesis under appropriate conditions (ie. 9 in the 
presence of four different nucleoside triphosphates and an agent for polymerization, such as, 
DNA or RNA polymerase or reverse transcriptase) in an appropriate buffer and at a suitable 
temperature. The appropriate length of a primer depends on the intended use of the primer 
but typically ranges from 15 to 30, 40 or 50 nucleotides. Short primer molecules generally 
require cooler temperatures to form sufficiently stable hybrid complexes with the template. 
A primer need not reflect the exact sequence of the template but must be sufficiently 
complementary to hybridize with a template. The term primer site refers to the area of the 
target DNA to which a primer hybridizes. The term primer pair means a set of primers 
including a 5 1 upstream primer that hybridizes with the 5 1 end of the DNA sequence to be 
amplified and a 3', downstream primer that hybridizes with the complement of the 3' end of 
the sequence to be amplified. 



1 
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"Vector" means any plasmid or virus encoding an exogenous nucleic acid. The term should 
also be construed to include non-plasmid and non-viral compounds which facilitate transfer 
of nucleic acid into virions or cells, such as, for example, polylysine compounds and the like. 
The vector may be a viral vector which is suitable as a delivery vehicle for delivery of the 
nucleic acid encoding the desired protein, or mutant thereof, to a cell, or the vector may be a 
non-viral vector which is suitable for the same purpose. Examples of viral and non-viral 
vectors for delivery of DNA to cells and tissues are well known in the art and are described, 
for example, in Ma et al (1997, Proc. Natl Acad Sci. U.S.A. 94:12744-12746). Examples of 
viral vectors include, but are not limited to, a recombinant vaccinia virus, a recombinant 
adenovirus, a recombinant retrovirus, a recombinant adeno-associated virus, a recombinant 
avian pox virus, and the like (Cranage et al 9 1986, EMBO J. 5.3057-3063; International 
Patent Application No. W094/17810, published August 18, 1994; International Patent 
Application No. W094/23744, published October 27, 1994). Examples of non-viral vectors 
include, but are not limited to, liposomes, polyamine derivatives of DNA, and the like. 

"Recombinant polynucleotide" refers to a polynucleotide having sequences that are not 
naturally joined together. An amplified or assembled recombinant polynucleotide may be 
included in a suitable vector, and the vector can be used to transform a suitable host cell. 

"Mammal" for purposes of treatment refers to any animal classified as a mammal, including 
humans, domestic and farm animals, and zoo, sports, or pet animals, such as dogs, horses, 
cats, or cows. Preferably, the mammal is human. 

Linkage describes the tendency of genes, alleles, loci or genetic markers to be inherited 
together as a result of their location on the same chromosome, and can be measured by 
percent recombination between the two genes, alleles, loci or genetic markers that are 
physically-linked on the same chromosome. Loci occurring within 50 centimorgan of each 
other are linked. Some linked markers occur within the same gene or gene cluster. 

Polymorphism refers to the occurrence of two or more genetically determined alternative 
sequences or alleles in a population. A polymorphic marker or site is the locus at which 
divergence occurs. Preferred markers have at least two alleles, each occurring at frequency 



* 



WO 2004/056866 PCT/FI2003/000973 

15 

of greater than 1%, and more preferably greater than 10% or 20% of a selected population. A 
polymorphic locus may be as small as one base pair. 

Linkage disequilibrium (LD) or allelic association means the preferential association of a 
particular allele or genetic marker with a specific allele, or genetic marker at a nearby 
chromosomal location more frequently than expected by chance for any particular allele 
frequency in the population. For example, if locus X has alleles a and b, which occur equally 
frequently, and linked locus Y has alleles c and d, which occur equally frequently, one would 
expect the haplotype ac to occur with a frequency of 0.25 in a population of individuals. If ac 
occurs more frequently, then alleles a and c are considered in linkage disequilibrium. 
Linkage disequilibrium may result from natural selection of certain combination of alleles or 
because an allele has been introduced into a population too recently to have reached 
equilibrium (random association) with between linked alleles. 

A marker in linkage disequilibrium with disease predisposing variants can be particularly 
useful in detecting susceptibility to disease (or association with other sub-clinical 
phenotypes) notwithstanding that the marker does not cause the disease. For example, a 
marker (X) that is not itself a causative element of a disease, but which is in linkage 
disequilibrium with a gene (including regulatory sequences) (Y) that is a causative element of 

k 

a phenotype, can be used to indicate susceptibility to the disease in circumstances in which 
the gene Y may not have been identified or may not be readily detectable. Younger alleles 
(z.e., those arising from mutation relatively late in evolution) are expected to have a larger 
genomic segment in linkage disequiUbrium. The age of an allele can be determined from 
whether the allele is shared between different human ethnic human groups and/or between 
humans and related species. 

* 

Unless otherwise apparent from the context, any embodiment, element or feature of the 
invention can be used in combination with any other. 

"Analogs" are nucleic acid sequences that have a structure similar to, but not identical to, the 
native compound but differ from it in respect to certain components. Usually, an analog has 
the same or similar function to the native compounAAnalogs may be synthetic or from a 
different evolutionary origin and may have a similar or opposite metabolic activity compared 
to wild type. 
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Derivatives and analogs may be full length or other than full length. Derivatives or analogs of 
the nucleic acids of the invention include, nucleic acids that are substantially identical to an 
exemplified SEQ ID NO. and/or capable of hybridizing to the complement of the sequence 
under highly stringent, moderately stringent, or low stringent conditions. 

The terms "identical" or percent "identity," in the context of two or more nucleic acids or 
polypeptides, refer to two or more sequences or subsequences that are the same or have a 
specified percentage of nucleotides or amino acid residues that are Hie same, when compared 
and aligned for maximum correspondence, as measured using a sequence comparison 
algorithm such as those described below for example, or by visual inspection. 

The phrase "substantially identical," in the context of two nucleic acids or polypeptides, 
refers to two or more sequences or subsequences that have at least 80, preferably at least 
85%, more preferably at least 90%, 95%, 99% or higher nucleotide or amino acid residue 
identity, when compared and aligned for maximum correspondence, as measured using a 
sequence comparison algorithm such as those described below for example, or by visual 
inspection. Preferably, the substantial identity exists over a region of the sequences that is at 
least 40 residues amino acids or nucleotides) in length, preferably over a longer region 
than 50 residues, more preferably at least about 90-100 residues, and most preferably the 
sequences are substantially identical over the full length of the sequences being compared, 
such as the coding region of a nucleotide for example. For example, when a SEQ ID NO. of 
the invention serves as a reference for comparison with an object nucleic acid, the 
comparison is preferably performed over the entired length of the SEQ ID NO. of the 
invention. 

For sequence comparison, typically one sequence acts as a reference sequence, to which test 
sequences are compared. When using a sequence comparison algorithm, test and reference 
sequences are input into a computer, subsequence coordinates are designated, if necessary, 
and sequence algorithm program parameters are designated. The sequence comparison 
algorithm then calculates the percent sequence identity for the test sequence(s) relative to the 
reference sequence, based on the designated program parameters. 
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Optimal alignment of sequences for comparison can be conducted, e.g., by the local 
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similarity method of Pearson & Lipman, Proc. Nat'l. Acad. Sci. USA 85:2444 (1988), by 
computerized implementations of these algorithms (GAP, BESTFIT, FASTA, and TFASTA 
in the Wisconsin Genetics Software Package, Genetics Computer Group, 575 Science Dr., 
Madison, WI), or by visual inspection (see generally Ausubel et al, supra). 



Another example of algorithm that is suitable for detemiining percent sequence identity and 
sequence similarity is the BLAST algorithm, which is described in Altschul et al, J. Mol. 
Biol 215:403-410 (1990). Software for performing BLAST analyses is publicly available 
through the National Center for Biotechnology Information (ht^://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/). 
This algorithm involves first identifying high scoring sequence pairs (HSPs) by identifying 
short words of length W in the query sequence, which either match or satisfy some positive- 
valued threshold score T when aligned with a word of the same length in a database 
sequence. T is referred to as the neighborhood word score threshold (Altschul et al., supra.). 
These initial neighborhood word hits act as seeds for initiating searches to find longer HSPs 
containing them. The word hits are then extended in both directions along each sequence for 
as far as the cumulative alignment score can be increased. Cumulative scores are calculated 
using, for nucleotide sequences, the parameters M (reward score for a pair of matching 
residues; always > 0) and N (penalty score for mismatching residues; always < 0). For amino 
acid sequences, a scoring matrix is used to calculate the cumulative score. Extension of the 
word hits in each direction are halted when: the cumulative alignment score falls off by the 
quantity X from its maximum achieved value; the cumulative score goes to zero or below, 
due to the accumulation of one or more negative-scoring residue alignments; or the end of 
either sequence is reached For identifying whether a nucleic acid or polypeptide is within the 
scope of the invention, the default parameters of the BLAST programs are suitable. The 
BLASTN program (for nucleotide sequences) uses as defaults a word length (W) of 1 1, an 
expectation (E) of 10, M=5, N=-4, and a comparison of both strands. For amino acid 
sequences, the BLASTP program uses as defaults a word length (W) of 3, an expectation (E) 
of 10, and the BLOSUM62 scoring matrix. The TBLATN program (using protein sequence 
for nucleotide sequence) uses as defaults a word length (W) of 3, an expectation (E) of 10, 
and a BLOSUM 62 scoring matrix, (see Henikoff & Henikoff, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 
89:10915 (1989)). 
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In addition to calculating percent sequence identity, the BLAST algorithm also performs a 
statistical analysis of the similarity between two sequences (see, e.g. 9 Karlin & Altschul, 
Proa Natl Acad Sci. USA 90:5873-5787(1993)). One measure of similarity provided by 
the BLAST algorithm is the smallest sum probability (P(N)), which provides an indication of 
the probability by which a match between two nucleotide or amino acid sequences would 
occur by chance. For example, a nucleic acid is considered similar to a reference sequence if 
the smallest sum probability in a comparison of the test nucleic acid to the reference nucleic 
acid is less than about 0.1, more preferably less than about 0.01, and most preferably less than 
about 0.001. 

Another indication that two nucleic acid sequences are substantially identical is that the two 
molecules hybridize to each other under highly stringent conditions. "Bind(s) substantially" 
refers to complementary hybridization between a probe nucleic acid and a target nucleic acid 
and embraces minor mismatches that can be accommodated by reducing the stringency of the 
hybridization media to achieve the desired detection of the target polynucleotide sequence. 
The phrase "hybridizing specifically to", refers to the binding, duplexing, or hybridizing of a 
molecule only to a particular nucleotide sequence under highly stringent conditions when that 
sequence is present in a complex mixture (e.g., total cellular) DNA or RNA. 

The phrases "specifically binds" refers to a binding reaction which is determinative of the 
presence of the protein in the presence of a heterogeneous population of proteins and other 
biologies. Thus, under designated conditions, a specified ligand binds preferentially to a 
particular protein and does not bind in a significant amount to other proteins present in the 
sample. A molecule such as antibody that specifically binds to a protein often has an 

■ 

association constant of at least 10 6 M~ l or 10 7 MT 1 , preferably lO 8 ^ 1 to 10 9 MT 1 , and more 
preferably, about 10 10 M" 1 to 10 n MT 1 or higher. An antibody that specifically binds to one 
segment of a protein (e.g., residues 1-10) does not bind to other segments of the protein not 
included within or overlapping the designted segment. 

The term AAA1 gene means nucleotides 163615-684776 of the human genomic contig 
NT_000380 and allelic or species variants thereof. 
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The term GPRA gene means nucleotides 471478-691525 of the human genomic contig 
NT_000380 and allelic or species variants thereof. 

* 

A "pharmacological" activity means that an agent exhibits an activity in a screening system 
that indicates that the agent is or may be useful in the prophylaxis or treatment of a disease. 
The screening system can be in vitro, cellular, animal or human. Agents can be described as 
having pharmacological activity notwithstanding that further testing may be required to 
establish actual prophylactic or therapeutic utility in treatment of a disease. 

Pulmonary diseases accociated with lower airways obstruction are classified as chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) or asthma on the basis of the clinical picture. 
"Asthma" is a chronic inflammatory disease of the airways causing variable airflow 
obstruction that is often reversible either spontaneously or with treatment. Asthma is highly 
correlated with other allergic, IgE mediated diseases, such as allergic rhinitis and dermatitis. 
COPD is characterized by slowly processing, mainly irreversible airway obstruction and 
decreased expiratory flow rate. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

I. General 

This invention is based in part on the discovery and characterization of a novel susceptibility 
locus for asthma and other IgE mediated diseases, two overlapping genes within the locus, 
termed GPRA and AAA1, and proteins encoded by the genes. The genes have opposite 
transcriptional orientations and share intronic regions although not exons. The locus maps 
within human chromosome 7pl5-pl4. 

Fig. 3 shows the structure of the human GPRA gene. The gene has nine exons, two of which 
have alternate forms, and eight introns. The total length of the gene from the first base of the 
first exon to the last base of the last exon is 220047 bp and the coordinates are 471478 
(beginning) 691525 (end) in NTJ)00380. Part of the genomic sequence of GPRA including 
part of intron 2, exon 3, intron 3, exon 4 and part of intron 4 defines a sublocus referred to as 
AST1. This locus is 129,017 bp in length. The locus refers to the part of human 
chromosome 7 having the 129,0i7 bp of SEQ ID NO:l or allelic or species variants thereof. 
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Fig. 13 shows the structure of the human AAA1 gene. The gene has nineteen exons, nine of 
which have alternate forms, and 18 introns. The total length of the gene from the first base of 
the first exon to the last base of the last exon is 521,161 bp and the coordinates are 163,615 
(beginning) 684776 (end) in NTJJ00380. Part of the genomic sequence of AAA1 including 
part of intron 2, exon 3 (a and b), intron 3, exon 4 (a and b), intron 4, exon 5 (a and b), intron 
5, exon 6, intron 6, exon 7 (a and b), intron 7, exon 8, intron 8, exon 9, intron 9, exon 10 (a 

» 

and b) and part of intron 10 occurs within the AST1 locus. 

The present application shows that the GPRA and AAA1 genes and AST-1 locus within them 
are genetically linked and associated with IgE diseases, such as asthma. In addition, the 
invention provides a collection of polymorphic sites including SNPs (single nucleotide 
polymorphisms) and DIPs (deletion/insertion polymorphisms) within the locus. Tables 3, 7 
and 12 show variant and reference (or wildtype) forms occupying these sites. The variant 
forms are associated with asthma, other IgE mediated diseases, and/or immune-mediated 
diseases including autoimmune diseases, and/or cancer and are useful in detection, diagnosis, 
treatment and prophylaxis thereof. 

The AST-1 locus was localized by hierarchical LD mapping in a systemic search for a shared ' 
haplotype among the individuals with high IgE serum level across a 19 Mb region that was 
first identified by a genome wide screen for asthma genes (Laitinen et al 2001). This 
analysis defined the AST-1 locus between the markers SNP509783 and SNP638799 and 
provided statistically significant evidence that specific haplotype of 129kb within the linkage 
peak is a risk factor for asthma related traits (SEQ ID NO: 1). The best haplotype patterns of 
polymorphic sites in GPRA (Table 8) were found with the frequency of 13-18% among the 
high IgE associated chromosomes compared to that of 3-7% among control chromosomes 
suggesting the risk ratio of 3.9 [95%CI: 1.8-8.6] for high IgE level (38/304 among affected 
vs. 7/220 control chromosomes). The best observe associations for polymorphic sites in 
AAA1 reached the %2 values of 8.9-13.6 All markers identified between the positions 
509,783-638,799 in the genomic contig NT_000380 were found to be in strong LD and 

■ 

therefore useful for diagnostic purposes. 

% 

II. GPRA Polypeptides 
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The human GPRA gene can be expressed as at least seven different splice variants termed A, 
B-long, B-short, C, D, E, and F. The cDNAs encoding each form and amino acid sequence 
of each form are shown in Fig. 4 (SEQ ID NOS:2-15). The different splicing events that lead 
to the different forms are shown in Fig. 5. It can be seen that the B-long and B-short forms 
differ from the A form in that the B forms have a different C-terminus encoded by exon 9b, 
whereas the C terminus of the A form is encoded by exon 9A. The B-short form (SEQ ID 
NOS:6 and 7) differs from the B-long form in that the B-short form has a deletion of 10 
amino acids encoded by exon HL The C-form (SEQ ID NOS:8 and 9) contains a segment 
encoded by exon 2b which is not found in other forms. The C-form lacks any segments 
encoded by exons 3-9. The D form (SEQ ID NOS: 10 and 1 1) lacks a segment encoded by 
exon 3, causing a frameshift, whereby exons 4 and 5 are read in a different reading frame 
causing truncation within exon 5. Form E (SEQ ID NOS: 12 and 13) lacks exon 4 causing a 
frameshift as a result of which exon 5 is read in a different reading frame causing truncation 
within exon 5. Form F (SEQ ID NOS: 14 and 15) lacks exons 3 and 4. 

Fig. 6 shows the expected structural characteristics of the different splice variants. The A 
form includes 371 amino acids and has an extracellular N-terminal domain, seven 
transmembrane domains and an intracellular C-terminal domains (SEQ ID NO:3). The 
transmembrane domains are separated by alternating cytoplasmic and extracellular loops. 
The B-long form (377 amino acids, SEQ ID NO:5) has a similar structure. The predicted size 
of the extracellular N-terminal domain is about 50 amino acids anticipating suggesting that 
the endogenous ligand that interacts with GPRA is a small molecule or peptide. The B-short, 
C, D, E and F variants of GPRA (SEQ ID NOS: 5, 7, 9, 11,13, and 15, respectively) lack the 
7TM strutucture present in variants A and B-Long. 

Fig. 7 shows the arrangement of the A or B-Long form in a cell membrane. GPRA falls 
within the conserved class A of G-protein coupled receptors (GPRs) (Rana et al 2001, 
Johnson et al 2000). GPRs are a large and functionally diverse protein superfamily that form 
a seven-transmembrane (7TM) helices bundle with alternating extracellular and intracellular 
loops (see WO 01/18206). Class A contains most well known members of the GPRs such as 
vasopressin, oxytocin, and bovine rodopsin receptors. For the latter the crystallographic 
structure is available (Palczewski et al 2000). GPRA is expressed in human tissues 
consistent with its role in asthma and IgE mediated disease. Transcripts of GPRA variants A, 
B. and C were expressed in several tissues including lung and NCI-H358 cell line that 
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represent cells of broncho-epithelial origin (Fig. 8 and 9). Based on immunohistochemistry, 
the A variant of the GPRA protein was expressed in smooth muscle cells of bronchi and 
arterial wall in human lung as subepithelial of smooth muscle cells in colon (Fig. 10) and the 
B (-long) variant in the epithelium of bronchi and colon (Fig. 1 1). 

A class of GPRA polypeptides can be defined with reference to the exemplary polypeptides 
defined by SEQ ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1, 13 and 15. The class includes allelic, cognate and 
induced variants of the exemplified polypeptides. Preferred polypeptides shows substantial 
sequence identity to one or more of the exemplified polypeptides. The class also includes 
fragments of the exemplified polypeptides having at least 6, 10, 20, 50 100, 200, or 300 
contiguous amino acids from one of the above SEQ ID NOS. Some fragments include one or 
more isolated domains from one of the exemplified polypeptides, e.g., any of the seven 
transmembrane domains, any of three extracellular loops, any of three intracellular loops, an 
N-terminal domain and a C-terminal domain. Some polypeptides comprise the amino acid of 
one of the above SEQ ID NOS. provided that up to 1, 2, 5, 10, 20, 30 or 34 amino acids can 
be inserted, deleted or substituted relative to the SEQ ID NO. Some GPRA polypeptides 
comprise an epitope found in one of the exemplified SEQ ID NOS. but not in others. For 
example, B-Long (SEQ ID NO:5) has a C-terminal epitope of 35 amino acids not found in 
any of the other forms. Some GPRA polypeptides contain a polymorphic site shown in Table 
7 occupied by a variant form. 

Preferred GPRA polypeptides are receptors that can be activated to transduce a signal by the 
same ligand as the exemplified GPRA polypeptide of SEQ ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, and 15. 
Binding of a ligand or analog to a G-protein receptor induces an alteration in receptor G- 
protein interaction. The receptor G-protein interaction releases GDP specifically bound to 
the G protein and permits the binding of GTP, which activates the G protein. Activated G- 
protein dissociates from the receptor and activates an effector protein, which in turn 
regulates intracellular levels of second messengers, such as adenyl cyclase, guanyl cyclase, 
and phospholipase C. Signal transduction can be monitored in cells transfected with a 
reporter construct consisting of several copies of the consensus cAMP response element 
(Arias et aL, Nature 370, 226-229 (1994)), a minimal tk promoter, and a secreted alkaline 
phosphatase gene (Clontech) or can be monitored in changes of the concentrations of 
intracellular calcium. 
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IP. AAAl Polypeptides 

The human AAAl gene can be expressed as at least thirteen different splice variants termed 
IA, IB, H, m, IVA, IVB, V, VI, Vn, VIE, IX, X, and XL The cDNAs encoding each form 
and amino acid sequence of each form are shown in Fig. 20 (SEQ ID NOS:16-41). The 
different splicing events that lead to the different forms are shown in Fig. 14. It can be seen 
that all splice variants have exon VI and the same core peptide sequence 
(AYVRKNAGRQFSHCNLHAHQFLVRRKQ). The AAAl gene is expressed predominantly 
in the testis, brain, placenta, lung, heart, skeletal muscle, kidney, liver, fetal liver and fetal 
lung. In addition to the variants described in Fig. 14, using 3'-RACE we have found also 
several other variants expressed in different tissues. They all share the exon six. 

A class of AAAl polypeptides can be defined with reference to the exemplary polypeptides 
defined by SEQIDNOS:17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41. The class 
includes allelic, cognate and induced variants of the exemplified polypeptides. Preferred 
polypeptides shows substantial sequence identity to one or more of the exemplified 
polypeptides. The class also includes fragments of the exemplified polypeptides having at 
least 6, 10, 20, or 50 contiguous amino acids from one of the above SEQ ID NOS. Some 
fragments include or consist of the above core peptide sequence. Some polypeptides 
comprise the amino acid of one of the above SEQ ID NOS. provided that up to 1, 2, 5, 10, or 
20 amino acids can be inserted, deleted or substituted relative to the SEQ ID NO. Some 
AAAl polypeptides comprise an epitope found in one of the exemplified SEQ ID NOS. but 
not in others. For example, only the variant IB contains the peptide sequence encoded by 
exon HI. 

■ 

IV. GPRA Nucleic Acids 

The present invention provides isolated nucleic acids encoding GPRA polypeptides. The 
nucleic acids can be, for example, genomic, cDNA, RNA or mini-gene (/.e, a hybrid of 
genomic and cDNA). Genomic and mini-gene nucleic acids contain at least one intronic 
segment from a GPRA gene, meaning the section of human chromosome 7pl5-pl4 having 
the structure shown in Fig. 3, or allelic and cognate variants thereof. Nucleic acids of the 
invention can include coding regions, intronic regions, 3 f untranslated regions, 5' untranslated 
regions, 3' flanking regions, 5' flanking regions, enhancers, promoters and other regulatory 
sequences. A class of GPRA nucleic acids can be defined with reference to exemplified 
GPRA polypeptide and nucleic acid sequences. The class includes allelic, cognate and 
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induced variants of the exemplified sequences, as well as nucleotide substitutions, which due 
to the degeneracy of the genetic code, do not effect the amino acid sequence of an encoded 
polypeptide. The class includes nucleic acids that encode the GPRA polypeptides described 
above. The class also includes GPRA nucleic acids showing substantial sequence identity to 
exemplified GPRA nucleic acids (/.£?., SEQ ID NOS:l, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 and 14). SEQ ID 
NO: 1 is a genomic sequence representing the part of a GPRA gene designated Ast-1 and 
shown in Fig. 3. SEQ ID NO:2 is a 1 1 13 bp cDNA encoding GPRA variant A (Fig. 4A). 
SEQ ID NO:4 is a 1132 bp cDNA encoding GPRA variant B-Long (Fig. 4B). SEQ ID 
NOS:6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 encode GPRA variants B-Short, C, D, E and F. 

The class also includes GPRA nucleic acids that hybridize under highly stringent conditions 
with at least one of the exemplified nucleic acids. Some GPRA nucleic acids of the invention 
hybridize under highly stringent conditions with at least one of the GPRA nucleic acids of the 
invention without hybridizing under the same conditions to others. For example, some 
GPRA nucleic acids hybridize to at least one of SEQ ID NOS:l, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 and 14 
without hybridizing to SEQ ID NO:2. Some GPRA nucleic acids include a polymorphic site 
occupied by a variant form as shown in Table 3 or Table 7. Some GPRA nucleic acids are 
genomic or minigene. Such nucleic acids contain at least one intronic sequence from any of 
the intron of a GPRA gene. Inclusion of an intronic sequence can be useful for increasing 
expression levels of a nucleic acid in cells or transgenic animals. Inclusion of an intronic 
sequence from introns 2, 3 or 4 is particularly useful for analyzing splice variation of the 
GPRA gene. Nucleic acids also include fragments of exemplified sequences SEQ ID NOS:l, 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12 and 14. The fragments typically contain up to 10, 20, 25, 50, 100, 300, 400, 
500 or 1000 or 1500 nucleic acids from any of the above SEQ ID NOS. Optionally, 
fragments include a polymorphic site shown in Table 3 or 7. The polymorphic site can be 
occupied by either a reference or variant form. 

GPRA nucleic acids can be linked to other nucleic acids with which they are not naturally 
associated such as vector or a heterologous promoter sequence. Preferred nucleic acids of the 
invention include or are immediately adjacent to at least one of the polymorphic sites shown 
in Table 3 or 7. Such nucleic acids are useful as primers or probes for detection of specific 
alleles. Other nucleic acids are useful for expressing proteins encoded by the AST-1 locus in 
cells or transgenic animals. Other nucleic acids are useful for achieving gene suppression 
either by homologous recombination to generate a knockout animal or an antisense or siRNA 
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mechanism. Nucleic acids are also useful for identifying, purifying, and isolating nucleic 

* 

acids encoding other, non-human, mammalian forms of asthma locus- 1. 

Nucleic acids of the invention can be isolated using standard molecular biology techniques 
and the provided sequence information (Ausubel et al 9 In Current protocols in Molecular 
Biology, John Wiley and Sons, publishers, 1989); Sambrook etal, supra). Cognate forms 
(ie, 9 nucleic acids encoding asthma locus- 1 molecules derived from species other than 
human) or other related sequences (e.g. y paralogs) can be obtained by low, moderate or high 
stringency hybridization with all or a portion of the particular human sequence as a probe 
using methods well known in the art for nucleic acid hybridization and cloning. 

V. AAA1 Nucleic Acids 

The present invention provides isolated nucleic acids encoding AAA1 polypeptides. The 
nucleic acids can be, for example, genomic, cDNA, RNA or mini-gene a hybrid of 
genomic and cDNA). Genomic and mini-gene nucleic acids contain at least one intronic 
segment from an AAA1 gene, meaning the section of human chromosome 7pl5-pl4 having 
the structure shown in Fig. 13, or allelic and cognate variants thereof. Nucleic acids of the 
invention can include coding regions, intronic regions, 3' untranslated regions, 5 ! untranslated 
regions, 3' flanking regions, 5* flanking regions, enhancers, promoters and other regulatory 
sequences. A class of AAA1 nucleic acids can be defined with reference to exemplified 
AAA1 polypeptide and nucleic acid sequences. The class includes allelic, cognate and 
induced variants of the exemplified sequences, as well as nucleotide substitutions, which due 
to the degeneracy of the genetic code, do not effect the amino acid sequence of an encoded 
polypeptide. The class includes nucleic acids that encode the AAA1 polypeptides described 
above. The class also includes AAA1 nucleic acids showing substantial sequence identity to 
exemplified AAA1 nucleic acids SEQ ID NOS:l, 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 
36, 38 and 40). SEQ ID NO: 1 is a genomic sequence representing the part of an AAA1 gene 
designated Ast-1 and shown in Fig. 13. SEQ ID NOS:16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 
36, 38 and 40 encode cDNA splice variants shown in Fig. 20. 

The class also includes AAA1 nucleic acids that hybridize under highly stringent conditions 
with at least one of the exemplified nucleic acids. Some AAA1 nucleic acids of the invention 
hybridize under highly stringent conditions with at least one of the exemplified nucleic acids 
(i.e., SEQ ID NOS:16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40) without hybridizing 
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under the same conditions to other exemplified nucleic acids. Some AAA1 nucleic acids 
include a polymorphic site occupied by a variant form as shown in Table 12. Some AAA1 
nucleic acids are genomic or minigene. Such nucleic acids contain at least one intronic 
sequence from any of the introns of an AAA1 gene. Nucleic acids also include fragments of 
exemplified sequences SEQ ID NOS:16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40. 
The fragments typically contain up to 10, 20, 25, 50, or 100, nucleotides from any of the 
above SEQ ID NOS. Optionally, fragments include a polymorphic site shown in Table 12. 
The polymorphic site can be occupied by either a reference or variant form. 

4 

AAA1 nucleic acids can be linked to other nucleic acids with which they are not naturally 
associated such as vector or a heterologous promoter sequence. Preferred nucleic acids of the 
invention include or are immediately adjacent to at least one of the polymorphic sites shown 
in Table 3 or Table 12. Such nucleic acids are useful as primers or probes for detection of 
specific alleles. Other nucleic acids are useful for expressing AAA1 polypeptides in cells or 
transgenic animals. Other nucleic acids are useful for achieving gene suppression either by 
homologous recombination to generate a knockout animal or an antisense or siRNA 
mechanism. Nucleic acids are also useful for identifying, purifying, and isolating nucleic 
acids encoding other, non-human, mammalian forms of the AAA1 gene. 

As well as or instead of encoding proteins, AAA1 transcripts can have roles in regulating 
expression of GPRA nucleic acids. A class of noncoding (ncRNA) has been described with 
regulatory activity in gene transcription and splicing (see e.g. reviews by Michel 2002; 
Numata et al 2003). 

VI. Antibodies 

The GPRA and AAA1 polypeptides of the invention are useful for generating antibodies. 
The antibodies can be polyclonal antibodies, distinct monoclonal antibodies or pooled 
monoclonal antibodies with different epitopic specificities. Monoclonal antibodies are made 
from antigen-containing fragments of the protein by standard procedures according to the 
type of antibody (see, e.g., Kohler, et al, Nature, 256:495, (1975); and Harlow & Lane, 
Antibodies, A Laboratory Manual (C.S.H.P., NY, 1988) Queen et al, Proc. Natl Acad. Sci. 
USA 86:10029-10033 (1989) and WO 90/07861; Dower et al, WO 91/17271 and McCafferty 
et al, WO 92/01047 (each of which is incorporated by reference for all purposes). Phage 
display technology can also be used to mutagenize CDR regions of antibodies previously 
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shown to have affinity for the peptides of the present invention. Some antibodies bind to an 
epitope present in one form of GPRA or AAA1 but not others. For example, some antibodies 
bind to an epitope within amino acids 343-377 of GPRA long B (SBQ ID NO:4). Some 
antibodies specifically bind to a GPRA polypeptide containing a variant form at a 
polymorphic site shown in Table 7 without binding to polypeptides containing a reference 
form at the site. The antibodies can be purified, for example, by binding to and elution from a 
support to which the polypeptide or a peptide to which the antibodies were raised is bound. 

Antibodies of the invention are useful, for example, in screening cDNA expression libraries 
and for identifying clones containing cDNA inserts which encode structurally-related, 
immunocrossreactive proteins. See, for example, Aruffo & Seed, Proc. Natl. Acad ScL USA 
84:8573-8577 (1977) (incorporated herein by reference in its entirety for all purposes). 
Antibodies are also useful to identify and/or purify immunocrossreactive proteins that are 
structurally related to SEQ ID NOS:3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13 and 15 and 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 
31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41 and fragments thereof used to generate the antibody. 

VH. Polymorphisms of the Invention 

The present invention provides a collection of polymorphic sites both single nucleotide 
polymorphisms (SNPs) and deletion/insertion polymorphisms (DIPs) in the GPRA gene. 
SNPs and DIPs can be used in mapping the human genome and, when a SNP or a DIP is 
linked with a disease or condition, to clarify genetic basis of the disease or condition, in this 
particular case, at least of asthma. 

Table 3 describes 169 SNPs and 18 DIPs occurring within exons 3 and 4 and introns 2, 3 and 
4 of a GPRA gene having variant forms associated with asthma. For AAA1 the 
corresponding polymorphisms are located in exons 4, 6, 9, 10a lb and introns 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 
8, 9, and 10 (Figure 13). The locus containing these polymorphisms is also referred to as 
AST-1 (SEQ ID NO: 1). Some of the variant forms of these polymorphism may associate 
with asthma due to an effect on the splicing of GPRA and/or AAA1 gene in the formation of 
a transcript Other polymorphic sites may be in linkage disequilibrium with such sites or sites 
in coding regions that exert effects through changing the activity of GPRA or AAA1 
polypeptides. Seven different haplotypes H1-H7 were identified that explain 94.5% of the 
genetic variation detected at the AST-1 locus and are described in Table 3. Haplotype HI was 
found identical to the reference sequence NT_000380. The first column in Table 3 indicates 
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the types of polymorphism (e.g., SNP or insertion/deletion). The second column indicates 
the position that the polymorphism occurs in SEQ ID NO: 1 . The third column indicates the 
position of the polymorphism occurs in NT_000380. The fourth column indicates several 
contiguous nucleotides flanking the polymorphic sites and the nature of the variant (i.e., 
asthma associated) and reference/wildtype polymorphic forms. In all polymorphic sites, the 
allele present in SEQ ID NO: 1 and NT_000380 is indicated first, and the allele from another 
source second. Columns 5-1 1 indicate alleles present at that site in haplotypes H1-H7. 
Column 12 indicates the location of polymorphisms in GPRA and AAA1 exons. Lti the AST- 
1 locus, there are coding polymorphism in AAA1 gene (exon 6, Asn ->Ser) and one in GPRA 
gene (exon 3, Asn -> lie). Table 13 shows polymorphisms that are unique for haplotypes Hl- 
H7, respectively, and Table 14 polymorphisms that can be employed to recognize spesific 

4 

haplotype combinations. 

The SNPs include the following substitutions with the variant form being indicated before the 
reference form of SEQ ID NO: 1. Position 1 (preferably T (i.e., variant form) instead of C 

* 

(reference form)), position 93 (preferably G instead of A), position 918 (preferably A instead 
of G), position 983 (preferably T instead of A), position 987 (preferably C instead of T), 
position 1542 (preferably T instead of C), position 1710 (preferably G instead of A), position 
1818 (preferably T instead of C), position 1927 (preferably T instead of A), position 2254 
(preferably C instead of T), position 2937 (preferably A instead of G), position 3877 
(preferably C instead of G), position 4012 (preferably A instead of C), position 4631 
(preferably C instead of T), position 4689 (preferably G instead of C), position 4961 
(preferably G instead of A), position 5442 (preferably G instead of C), position 5634 
(preferably A instead of G), position 5850 (preferably G instead of A), position 63 12 
(preferably T instead of C), position 6392 (preferably T instead of G), position 6485 
(preferably A instead of G), position 6522 (preferably G instead of C), position 6646 
(preferably G instead of A), position 6739 (preferably A instead of G), position 6760 
(preferably C instead of T), position 7125 (preferably A instead of C), position 7229 
(preferably T instead of C), position 7277 (preferably G instead of C), position 7303 
(preferably T instead of G), position 7305 (preferably C instead of G), position 7496 
(preferably T instead of C), position 7550 (preferably A instead of G), position 8490 
(preferably T instead of C), position 9649 (preferably G instead of T ), position 10816 
(preferably C instead of T), position 1 1858 (preferably G instead of A), position 12581 
(preferably C instead of G), position 16845 (preferably C instead of T), position 16893 
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(preferably C instead of T), position 16980 (preferably C instead of T), position 17147 
(preferably A instead of G), position 17209 (preferably A instead of C), position 17435 
(preferably G instead of A), position 18383 (preferably A instead of G), position 18927 
(preferably T instead of G), position 18978 (preferably G instead of A), position 19268 
(preferably C instead of G), position 19272 (preferably T instead of A), position 19360 
(preferably A instead of G), position 19452 (preferably A instead of G), position 19671 
(preferably A instead of G ), position 19712 (preferably A instead of C), position 19774 
(preferably A instead of C), position 20038 (preferably C instead of T), position 20089 
(preferably A instead of T), position 20309 (preferably A instead of G), position 20395 
(preferably C instead of T), position 20789 (preferably T instead of G), position 21850 
(preferably T instead of C ), position 22475 (preferably C instead of T), position 22493 
(preferably G instead of A), position 22715 (preferably A instead of G), position 22869 
(preferably C instead of T), position 22934 (preferably T instead of A), position 24007 
(preferably C instead of T), position 24264 (preferably T instead of G), position 24869 
(preferably C instead of T), position 26198 (preferably T instead of C), position 26356 
(preferably T instead of C), position 26675 (preferably G instead of A), position 27404 
(preferably T instead of C), position 28197 (preferably A instead of G), position 28770 
(preferably T instead of C), position 28785 (preferably A instead of G), position 28858 
(preferably C instead of T), position 28866 (preferably C instead of G), position 31224 
(preferably A instead of G), position 31910 (preferably A instead of G), position 32124 
(preferably A instead of C), position 32185 (preferably C instead of T), position 32976 
(preferably C instead of T), position 33350 (preferably A instead of C), position 33798 
(preferably A instead of G), position 34362 (preferably C instead of G), position 34716 
(preferably C instead of A), position 35559 (preferably T instead of C), position 36551 
(preferably A instead of G), position 36909 (preferably A instead of C), position 37327 
(preferably T instead of G), position 37415 (preferably A instead of G), position 37685 
(preferably G instead of A), position 37931 (preferably T instead of C), position 37959 
(preferably T instead of C), position 39314 (preferably A instead of G), position 39343 
(preferably T instead of G), position 39927 (preferably C instead of T), position 45826 
(preferably T instead of C), position 50197 (preferably T instead of G), position 50334 
(preferably A instead of G), position 50493 (preferably A instead of G), position 50632 
(preferably A instead of G), position 50835 (preferably C instead of A), position 50955 

■ 

(preferably C instead of G), position 51217 (preferably A instead of G), position 51476 
(preferably G instead of A), position 51536 (preferably T instead of C), position 51861 
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(preferably G instead of C), position 51884 (preferably T instead of G), position 51975 
(preferably C instead of G), position 52573 (preferably A instead of G), position 52776 
(preferably C instead of G), position 53803 (preferably T instead of C), position 53922 
(preferably C instead of T), position 54148 (preferably A instead of G), position 54199 
(preferably C instead of T), position 54641 (preferably C instead of G), position 54751 
(preferably C instead of T), position 55000 (preferably A instead of G), position 55134 
(preferably A instead of G), position 56683 (preferably T instead of C), position 56856 
(preferably T instead of C), position 57790 (preferably C instead of A), position 60559 
(preferably G instead of C), position 60604 (preferably T instead of A), position 61 165 
(preferably A instead of G), position 64559 (preferably T instead of C), position 65171 
(preferably G instead of A), position 65857 (preferably G instead of T), position 66164 
(preferably T instead of C), position 66190 (preferably T instead of C), position 66526 

■ 

(preferably T instead of C), position 66902 (preferably G instead of A), position 
67857(preferably A instead of T), position 67919 (preferably C instead of T), position 72270 
(preferably A instead of G), position 751 15 (preferably A instead of G), position 76080. 
(preferably T instead of C), position 76101 (preferably C instead of G), position 81912 
(preferably T instead of A), position 82203 (preferably G instead of A), position 82332 
(preferably T instead of C), position 82922 (preferably A instead of T), position 83552 
(preferably T instead of C), position 85227 (preferably C instead of T), position 85271 
(preferably A instead of G), position 107610 (preferably C instead of T), position 1 10989 
(preferably C instead of T), position 111012 (preferably T instead of C), position 1 12030 
(preferably C instead of G), position 1 12037 (preferably G instead of T), position 1 12283 
(preferably T instead of A), position 1 12726 (preferably A instead of T), position 1 12859 
(preferably C instead of A), position 1 13428 (preferably G instead of C), position 1 13645 
(preferably T instead of A), position 1 13944 (preferably G instead of T), position 1 14945 
(preferably G instead of A), position 1 15 192 (preferably G instead of C), position 1 1 5628 
(preferably C instead of T), position 1 16032 (preferably A instead of G), position 1 16464 

* 

(preferably A instead of G), position 1 16515 (preferably A instead of G), position 1 16926 
(preferably C instead of T), position 1 17276 (preferably A instead of T), position 123667 
(preferably A instead of G), position (preferably 123770 instead G of A), position 123788 
(preferably C instead of G), and position 129017 (preferably G instead of A). 

DIPS of the invention defined relative to SEQ ID NO: 1 include: positions 184-185 
(preferably insertion of AAGATA), positions 1202-1206 (preferably deletion of TAAGT), 
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positions 6786-6817 (preferably repeat of (TAAA)?), position 6821 (preferably deletion of 
T), positions 7240-7243 (preferably deletion of ACTT), positions 7306-7308 (preferably 
deletion of TGT), positions 7334-7335 (preferably deletion of AT), positions 9012-9035 
(preferably repeat of (CT)i 0 ), positions 9 199-9201 (preferably deletion of TCT), : position 
9355-9356 (preferably insertion of T), positions 9782-9785 (preferably deletion of GTCT), 
positions 22122-22123 (preferably deletion of TG), positions 26929-26968 (preferably repeat 
of (TAAA)n), positions 28495-28564 (preferably repeat of (CA)i 2 ), position 34909 
(preferably deletion of T), positions 38850-38852 (preferably deletion of CTC), positions 
51022-51049 (preferably repeat of (CA) 8 ), and positions 52286-52287 (preferably insertion 
ofCC). 

■ 

Table 7 provide 13 additional polymorphisms occurring within exonic regions of a GPRA 
gene. The next eight columns indicate the position of a polymorphic site in SEQ ID NO: 1, 2, 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12 or 14 respectively. The next column indicates a polymorphic site and flanking 
nucleotides. The form of the polymorphic site present in one or more of SEQ ID NOS: 1, 2, 
4, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 is shown first and the form present in another source is indicated 
second. In all cases except those indicated by a *, the polymorphic form indicated first is the 
wildtype or reference form and the polymorphic form indicated second is the asthma or IgE 
associated form. In the three polymorphic sites indicated with a *, the variant form of the 
polymorphic site is found in NT 000380 (and SEQ ID NO:l, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 and/or 14), 
and the reference or wildtype allele is found in a different individual. The last column of the 
table shows whether an amino acid change occurs due to the polymorphisms. The positions 
of these polymorphisms defined with respect to SEQ ID NO:2 are: position 448 (T (variant) 
preferably to A (wildtype or reference), position 776 (C preferably to T), position 851 (C 
preferably to G), position 1 159 (G preferably to A), position 1 199 (T preferably to C), and 
position 1529 (C preferably to T); or in any one of the following positions as defined by SEQ 
ID NO:4: position 1206 (A preferably to C), position 1225 (T preferably to C), position 1330 
(T preferably to A), and position 1338 (G preferably to A); or in any one of the following 
positions as defined by SEQ ID NO:8: position 585 (T preferably to C), position 655 (C 
preferably to A), and position 68 1 (A preferably to G). 

■ 

Table 8 shows the five polymorphic sites within Table 7 that showed the highest association 
with high serum IgE level. Two of the polymorphic sites involved nonconservative amino 
acid changes, one within the important region of exon 3 within AST-1. Two of the 
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polymorphic sites were within coding regions but did not cause amino acid changes. These 
sites may show strong association as a result of linkage disequilibrium with causative 
polymorphic sites. A fifth polymorphic site is within the 3' UTR of exon 9A. This site may 
show a strong association for the same reason or because the nucleotide substitution has an 
effect on mRNA stability. 

Table 12 shows associations for five polymorphic sites occurring within the AAA1 gene. At 
each site, the wildtype polymorphic form is indicated first, and the variant form second. The 
table shows relative frequency of associating haplotypes in individuals with high serum IgB 
level compared to those in control individuals with low serum IgE level. All haplotypes 
shown in the table gave chi square values of at least 8.9 (P <0.01) for association. 

Vm Analysis of Polymorphisms 
A. Preparation of Samples 
Polymorphisms are detected in a target nucleic acid from an individual being analyzed. For 
assay of genomic DNA, virtually any biological sample (other than pure red blood cells) is 
suitable. For example, convenient tissue samples include whole blood, semen, saliva, tears, 
urine, fecal material, sweat, buccal, skin and hair. For assay of cDNA or mRNA, the tissue 
sample must be obtained from an organ in which the target nucleic acid is expressed. 

Many of the methods described below require amplification of DNA from target samples. 
This can be accomplished by e.g., PCR. See generally PCR Technology: Principles and 
Applications for DNA Amplification (ed. H.A. Erlich, Freeman Press, NY, NY, 1992); PCR 
Protocols: A Guide to Methods and Applications (eds. Innis, et al, Academic Press, San 
Diego, CA, 1990); Mattila et al. 9 Nucleic Acids Res. 19, 4967 (1991); Eckert et al 9 PCR 
Methods and Applications 1, 17 (1991); PCR (eds. McPherson et al y IRL Press, Oxford); and 
U.S. Patent 4,683,202 (each of which is incorporated by reference for all purposes). 

Other suitable amplification methods include the ligase chain reaction (LCR) (see Wu and 
Wallace, Genomics 4, 560 (1989), Landegren et al, Science 241, 1077 (1988), transcription 
amplification (Kwoh et al y Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 86, 1 173 (1989)), and self-sustained 
sequence replication (Guatelli et al, Proc. Nat. Acad. Soi. USA, 87, 1874 (1990)) and nucleic 
acid based sequence amplification (NASBA). The latter two amplification methods involve 
isothermal reactions based on isothermal transcription, which produce both single stranded 
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RNA (ssKNA) and double stranded DNA (dsDNA) as the amplification products in a ratio of 
about 30 or 1 00 to 1 , respectively. 

B. Detection of Polymorphisms in Target DNA 
The identity of bases occupying the polymorphic sites shown in Table 3, 7 or 12 can be 
determined in an individual (e.g., a patient being analyzed) by several methods, which are 
described in turn. 

1. Single Base Extension Methods 

Single base extension methods are described by e.g., US 5,846,710, US 6,004,744, US 
5,888,819 and US 5,856,092. In brief, the methods work by hybridizing a primer that is 
complementary to a target sequence such that the 3' end of the primer is immediately 
adjacent to but does not span a site of potential variation in the target sequence. That is, the 
primer comprises a subsequence from the complement of a target polynucleotide terminating 
at the base that is immediately adjacent and 5* to the polymorphic site. The hybridization is 
performed in the presence of one or more labeled nucleotides complementary to base(s)that 
may occupy the site of potential variation. For example, for a biallelic polymorphisms two 
differentially labeled nucleotides can be used. For a tetraallelic polymorphism four 
differentially labeled nucleotides can be used. In some methods, particularly methods 
employing multiple differentially labeled nucleotides, the nucleotides are dideoxynucleotides. 
Hybridization is performed under conditions permitting primer extension if a nucleotide 
complementation a base occupying the site of variation in the target sequence is present. 
Extension incorporates a labeled nucleotide thereby generating a labeled extended primer. If 
multiple differentially labeled nucleotides are used and the target is heterozygous then 
multiple differentially labeled extended primers can be obtained. Extended primers are 
detected providing an indication of which bas(s) occupy the site of variation in the target 
polynucleotide. The methods are particularly useful for SNPs. 

# 

2. Allele-Specific Probes 

The design and use of allele-specific probes for analyzing polymorphisms is described by 
e.g., Saiki etal, Nature 324, 163-166 (1986); Dattagupta, EP 235,726, Saiki, WO 89/11548. 
Allele-specific probes can be designed that hybridize to a segment of target DNA from one 
individual but do not hybridize to the corresponding segment (corresponding segments being 
defined by maximum alignment of the sequences being compared) from another individual 
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due to the presence of different polymorphic forms in the respective segments from the two 
individuals. Hybridization conditions should be sufficiently stringent that there is a 
significant difference in hybridization intensity between alleles, and preferably an essentially 
binary response, whereby a probe hybridizes to only one of the alleles. Some probes are 
designed to hybridize to a segment of target DNA such that the polymorphic site aligns with a 
central position (e.g., in a 15 mer at the 7 position; in a 16 mer, at either the 8 or 9 position) 
of the probe. This design of probe achieves good discrimination in hybridization between 
different allelic forms. 

Allele-specific probes are often used in pairs, one member of a pair showing a perfect match 
to a reference form of a target sequence and the other member showing a perfect match to a 
variant form. Several pairs of probes can then be immobilized on the same support for 
simultaneous analysis of multiple polymorphisms within the same target sequence. 

3. Tiling Arrays 

SNPs and insertion deletion polymorphism can be detected by hybridizing target nucleic 
acids to arrays of probes tiling a reference sequence or one or more variant forms of the 
reference sequence as described by WO 95/1 1995 (incorporated by reference in its entirety 
for all purposes). 

4. Allele-Specific Amplification Methods 

An allele-specific primer hybridizes to a site on target DNA overlapping a polymorphism and 
only primes amplification of an allelic form to which the primer exhibits perfect 
complementarity. See Gibbs, Nucleic Acid Res. 17,2427-2448(1989). This primer is used 
in conjunction with a second primer which hybridizes at a distal site. Amplification proceeds 
from the two primers leading to a detectable product signifying the particular allelic form is 
present. A control is usually performed with a second pair of primers, one of which shows a 
single base mismatch at the polymorphic site and the other of which exhibits perfect 
complementarity to a distal site. The single-base mismatch prevents amplification and no 
• detectable product is formed. In some methods, the mismatch is included in the 3'-most 
position of the oligonucleotide aligned with the polymorphism because this position is most 
destabilizing to elongation from the primer. See, e.g. 9 WO 93/22456. 
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The direct analysis of the sequence of polymorphisms of the present , invention can be 
accomplished using either the dideoxy- chain termination method or the Maxam -Gilbert 
method (see Sambrook et al y Molecular Cloning, A Laboratory Manual (2nd Ed., CSHP, 
New York 1989); Zyskind et al, Recombinant DNA Laboratory Manual, (Acad. Press, 
1988)). 

6. Denaturing Gradient Gel Electrophoresis 

Amplification products generated using the polymerase chain reaction can be analyzed by the 
use of denaturing gradient gel electrophoresis. Different alleles can be identified based on 
the different sequence-dependent melting properties and electrophoretic migration of DNA in 
solution. Erlich, ed., PCR Technology, Principles and Applications for DNA Amplification, 
(W.H. Freeman and Co, New York, 1992), Chapter 7. 

7. Single-Strand Conformation Polymorphism Analysis 
Alleles of target sequences can be differentiated using single-strand conformation 
polymorphism analysis, which identifies base differences by alteration in electrophoretic 
migration of single stranded PCR products, as described in Orita et al., Proc. Nat. Acad. Sci. 
86, 2766-2770 (1989). Amplified PCR products can be generated as described above, and 
heated or otherwise denatured, to form single stranded amplification products. Single- 
stranded nucleic acids may refold or form secondary structures which are partially dependent 
on the base sequence. The different electrophoretic mobilities of single-stranded 
amplification products can be related to base-sequence difference between alleles of target 
sequences. 

8. Other Methods 

Include oligonucleotide ligation assay or restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP) 
(see, for example, Current Protocols in Molecular Biology, eds. Ausubel et al 9 John Wiley & 
Sons: 1992, and Landegren et al 9 "Reading Bits of Genetic Information: Methods for Single- 
Nucleotide Polymorphism Analysis", Genome Research 8:769-776). 

Vn. Methods of Use 

A. Discovery of New Polymorphic Sites in AST-1 Locus 
Additional polymorphic sites beyond those listed in Tables 3, 7 and 12 within GPRA and 
AAA1 genes and particularly, the AST-1 locus thereof can be identified by comparing a 
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GPRA or AAA1 nucleic acid from different individuals with a reference sequence, such as 
SEQ. ID NO:l, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12 or 14 or SEQ ID NOS:16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 
36, 38 or 40. Preferably, the different individuals suffer or at risk of an immune disorder, 
such as autoimmune disease, an IgE-mediated disorder, such as asthma, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease or cancer. If a new polymorphic site (e.g., SNP) is found, then the link 
with a specific disease can be determined by comparing the frequency of variant polymorphic 
forms occupying this site in populations of patients with or without a disease being analyzed 
(or susceptibility thereto). A polymorphic site or region may be located in any part of the 
locus, e.g., exons, introns and promoter regions of genes. 

B. Diagnostic and Detection Methods 

4 

The present invention further provides means for prognostic or diagnostic assays for 
determining if a subject has or is increasingly likely to develop a disease associated with the 
variation or dysfunction of the asthma locus of the invention. Such diseases include in 
addition to asthma, other IgE mediated diseases, autoimmune diseases, atopic and other 
immune diseases, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease and cancer. Basically, such assays 
comprise a detection step, wherein the presence or absence of a variant polymorphic form in 
the asthma locus-1 relative to SEQ ID NO:l, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, or 14 or SEQ ID NO: 16, 18, 
20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40 is determined in a biological sample from the 
subject. The detection step can be performed by any of the methods described above. 
Analogous assays can be performed in which variations in protein sequence relative to SEQ 
ID NOS:3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13 or 15 or SEQ ID NO: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 
and 41 are determined. 

In particular, the present invention is directed to a method of determining the presence or 
absence of a variant form of a polymorphic site of the invention in a biological sample from a 
human for diagnosis of asthma or for assessing the predisposition of an individual to asthma, 
other IgE-mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer. The method 
comprises deterniining the sequence of the nucleic acid of a human at one or more the above 
SNP or DIP positions shown in Tables 3, 7 and 12. Optionally, the sample is contacted with 

oligonucleotide primers so that the nucleic acid region containing the potential single 

» 

nucleotide polymorphism is amplified by polymerase chain reaction prior to determining the 
sequence. 
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The polymorphic sites can be analyzed individually or in sets for diagnostic and prognostic 
purposes. The conclusion drawn from the analysis depends on the nature and number of 
polymorphic sites analyzed. Some polymorphic sites have variant polymorphic forms that 
are causative of disease. Detection of such a polymorphic form provides at least a strong 
indication of presence or susceptibility to disease. Other polymorphic sites have variant 
polymorphic forms that are not causative of disease but are in equilibrium dislinkage with a 
polymorphic form that is causative. Detection of noncausative polymorphic forms provides 
an indication of risk of presence or susceptibility to disease. Detection of multiple variant 
forms at several polymorphic sites in a GPRA and or AAA1 gene and particularly the parts of 
these genes within the AST-1 locus thereof provides an indication of increased risk of 
presence or susceptibility to disease. The results from analyzing the polymorphic sites of the 
invention can be combined with analysis of other loci that associate with the same disease 
(e.g., asthma) as polymorphic sites of the invention. Alternatively, or additionally risk of 
disease can be confirmed by performing conventional medical diagnostic tests of patient 
symptoms. 

C. Clinical Trials 

The polymorphisms of the invention are also useful for conducting clinical trials of drug 
candidates for the diseases noted above particularly asthma. Such trials are performed on 
treated or control populations having similar or identical polymorphic profiles at a defined 
collection of polymorphic sites. Use of genetically matched populations eliminates or 
reduces variation in treatment outcome due to genetic factors, leading to a more accurate 
assessment of the efficacy of a potential drug. 

Furthermore, the polymorphisms of the invention may be used after the completion of a 
clinical trial to elucidated differences in response to a given treatment. For example, the set of 
polymorphisms may be used to stratify the enrolled patients into disease sub-types or classes. 
It may further be possible to use the polymorphisms to identify subsets of patients with 
similar polymorphic profiles who have unusual (high or low) response to treatment or who do 
not respond at all (non-responders). In this way, information about the underlying genetic 
factors influencing response to treatment can be used in many aspects of the development of 
treatment (these range from the identification of new targets, through the design of new trials 
to product labeling and patient targeting). Additionally, the polymorphisms may be used to 
identify the genetic factors involved in adverse response to treatment (adverse events). For 
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example, patients who show adverse response may have more similar polymorphic profiles 
than would be expected by chance. This allows the early identification and exclusion of such 
individuals from treatment. It also provides information that can be used to understand the 
biological causes of adverse events and to modify the treatment to avoid such outcomes. 

Vm. Kits 

The invention also features diagnostic or prognostic kits for use in detecting the presence of a 
SNP in a GPRA and/or AAA1 gene or particularly an AST-1 locus thereof in a biological 
sample. The kit provides means for the diagnostics of asthma, other IgE-mediated disease, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer or for assessing the predisposition of an 
individual to a disease mediated by variation or dysfunction of a GPRA and/or AAA1 gene. 
The kit can comprise a labeled compound capable of detecting the nucleic acid of a GPRA 
and/or AAA1 gene in a biological sample. The kit can also comprise nucleic acid primers or 
probes capable of hybridizing specifically to at least of portion of a GPRA gene. Preferably, 
the primer is a minisequencing primer specific to any one of above polymorphisms. The kit 
can be packaged in a suitable container and preferably it contains instructions for using the 
kit. 

Often, the kits contain one or more pairs of allele-specific oligonucleotides hybridizing to 
different forms of a polymorphism. In some kits, the allele-specific oligonucleotides are 
provided immobilized to a substrate. For example, the same substrate can comprise allele- 
specific oligonucleotide probes for detecting at least 10, 50 or all of the polymorphisms 
shown in Tables 3, 7, 12, 13, and 14. Optional additional components of the kit include, for 
example, restriction enzymes, reverse-transcriptase or polymerase, the substrate nucleoside 
triphosphates, means used to label (for example, an avidin-enzyme conjugate and enzyme 
substrate and chromogen if the label is biotin), and the appropriate buffers for reverse 
transcription, PCR, or hybridization reactions. 

DC Transgenic Animals and Cells 

The present invention also makes available plasmids and vectors comprising the nucleic acid 
of the invention, which constructs can be used when studying biological activities of the 
AST- 1 locus. The selecting of a suitable plasmid or vector for a certain use is within the 
abilities of a skilled artisan. As the host cell may be any prokaryotic or eukaryotic cell, a 
plasmid or vector comprising the locus can be used in the duplication of the locus (see, for 
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example, Sambrook et a/,"Molecular Cloning: A Laboratory Manual 11 , Second Edition, Cold 
Spring Harbor, New York: Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory Press (1989)). 

Nucleic acids of the invention can be used to generate either transgenic animals or "knock 
out 1 ' animals which, in turn, are useful in the development and screening of therapeutically 
useful reagents. A transgenic animal (e.g. , a bovine, pig, sheep, rabbit, rat, mouse or other 
rodent) is an animal having cells that contain a transgene, which transgene was introduced 
into the animal or an ancestor of the animal at an embryonic (e.g., one-cell) stage. Often all 
or substantially all of the somatic and germline cells of the transgenic animal have a copy of 
the transgene in their genome. A transgene is a DNA which is integrated into the genome of 
a cell from which a transgenic animal develops. Methods for generating transgenic animals, 
particularly animals such as mice, have become conventional in the art and are described, for 
example, in U.S. Pat. Nos. 4,736,866 and 4,870,009. Typically, a GPRA and/or AAA1 
nucleic acid is operably linked to a promoter and optionally an enhancer. The promoter and 
enhancer can be selected confer tissue specific expression. Transgenic animals that include a 
copy of a transgene introduced into the germ line of the animal at an embryonic stage can be 
used to examine the effect of increased expression of GPRA and/or AAA1 polypeptides. 
Such animals can be used as tester animals for reagents thought to confer protection from, for 
example, diseases related to GPRA and/or AAA1. Such a transgenic animal can be treated 
with agent and a reduced incidence of a characteristic of disease compared to untreated 
animals (i.e., without the agent) bearing the transgene indicates a potential therapeutic 

■ 

intervention for the disease. Results from animal models can be confirmed in placebo- 
controlled clinical trials on patients with asthma, other IgE mediated disease, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer. 

Transgenic offspring are identified by demonstrating incorporation of the microinjected 
transgene into their genomes, preferably by preparing DNA from short sections of tail and 
analyzing by Southern blotting for presence of the transgene ("Tail Blots"). A preferred probe 
is a segment of a transgene fusion construct that is uniquely present in the transgene and not 
in the mouse genome. Alternatively, substitution of a natural sequence of codons in the 
transgene with a different sequence that still encodes the same peptide yields a unique region 
identifiable in DNA and RNA analysis. Transgenic "founder" mice identified in this fashion 
are bred with normal mice to yield hetero2ygotes, which are backcrossed to create a line of 
transgenic mice. Tail blots of each mouse from each generation are examined until the strain 



t 



WO 2004/056866 PCT/FI2003/000973 

40 

is established and homozygous. Each successfully created founder mouse and its strain vary 
from other strains in the location and copy number of transgenes inserted into the mouse 
genome, and hence have widely varying levels of transgene expression or activity. 

Knockout animals or cells can also be made by functionally disrupting an endogenous 
cognate form of one or more genes within the AST-1 locus (i.e., GPRA and/or AAA1). 
Functional disruption means that the transgenic animal is incapable of making a functional 
GPRA or AAA1 polypeptide and/or transcript encoding the same. Inactivation of a protein 
can be achieved by forming a transgene in which a cloned variant gene is inactivated by 
insertion of a positive selection marker within the coding region. See Capecchi, Science 244, 
1288-1292 (1989). Inactivation of a transcript can be achieved by mutation within a 
promoter region. The transgene is then introduced into an embryonic stem cell, where it 
undergoes homologous recombination with an endogenous variant gene. Mice and other 
rodents are preferred animals. Such animals provide useful drug screening systems. 

X. Methods of Screening for Drugs 

The GPRA and AAA1 polypeptides and nucleic acids of the invention of the invention are 
useful for screening for agents that modulate (e.g., agonize or antagonize) their function (e.g., 
as a G-protein coupled receptor). Such agents can be useful as drugs in compensating for 
genetic variations affecting GPRA and/or AAA1 function. For example, an agonist of GPRA 
and/or AAA1 function is useful in a patient having a genetic variation that decreases 
endogenous GPRA function, and an antagonist is useful in a patient having a genetic 
variation that increases endogenous GPRA and/or AAA1 function. GPRA and AAA1 
polypeptides can also be used to screen known drugs to determine whether the drug has an 
incidental effect on GPRA and/or AAA1 activity. A drug that has an incidental agonist 
activity should generally be avoided in patients having atypically high levels of IgE 
antibodies, and an antagonist should generally be avoided in immunosuppressed patients. 

Agents can initially be screened in a binding assay with a GPRA or AAA1 polypeptides. A 
binding assay reduces the pool of initial agents to a subset that can be screened by a 
functional assay. Agents can be screened in cells transfected with nucleic acids encoding a 
GPRA and/or AAA1 polypeptide of the invention or in transgenic animals transfected with a 
GPRA and/or AAA1 nucleic acids and optionally and a reporter construct containing cAMP 
response element, a minimal promoter and a coding sequence for secreted alkaline 
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phosphatase. Methods for identifying agents that have a functional activity in transducing a 
signal through a cellular receptor are described by US 6,309,842. Agents for screening can 
be obtained by producing and screening large combinatorial libraries, as described above, or 
can be known drugs, or can be known ligands to related receptors to GPRA. 

Agents can also be screened for capacity to inhibit or increase expression of GPRA and/or 
AAA1 nucleic acids. Suitable agents to screen include antisense polynucleotides, see 
Antisense RNA and DNA, (1988), D.A. Melton-, Ed., Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, Cold 
Spring Harbor, NY); Dagle et al., Nucleic Acids Research, 19:1805 (1991); Uhlmann et al., 
Chem. Reviews, 90:543-584 (1990), zinc finger proteins (see WO 00/00388 and 
EP.95908614.1), and siRNAs WO 99/32619, Elbashir, EMBO J. 20, 6877-6888 (2001) and 
Nykanen et al, Cell 107, 309-321 (2001); WO 01/29058. 

Agents having pharmacological activity evidenced by cellular or animal testing can be 
subject to clinical trials in patients suffering from asthma, other IgE-mediated disease, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer in comparison with a placebo. 

XI. Methods of Treatment 

The invention provides methods of treating asthma, other IgE mediated disease, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer. These methods entail administering an effective 
amount of a GPRA and/or AAA1 polypeptide or an agent, e.g., an antibody, that modulates 
activity of a GPRA and/or AAA1 polypeptide. The agent can modulate that activity for 
example, by an effect on signal transduction through the GPRA polypeptide (usually a 
decrease) or by effecting expression of the GPRA and/or AAA1 polypeptide (also usually a 
decrease). An agent can be administered for prophylactic and/or therapeutic treatments. A 
therapeutic amount is an amount sufficient to remedy a disease state or symptoms, or 
otherwise prevent, hinder, retard, or reverse the progression of disease or any other 
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undesirable symptoms in any way whatsoever. In prophylactic applications, an agent is 
administered to a patient susceptible to or otherwise at risk of a particular disease or 
infection. Hence, a "prophylactically effective" amount is an amount sufficient to prevent, 
hinder or retard a disease state or its symptoms. In either instance, the precise amount of 
compound contained in the composition depends on the patient's state of health and weight. 
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An appropriate dosage of the pharmaceutical composition is determined, for example, using 
animal studies (eg., mice, rats) are commonly used to determine the maximal tolerable dose 
of the bioactive agent per kilogram of weight. In general, at least one of the animal species 
tested is mammalian. The results from the animal studies can be extrapolated to determine 
doses for use in other species, such as humans for example. 

The pharmaceutical compositions can be administered in a variety of different ways. 
Examples include administering a composition containing a pharmaceutically acceptable 
carrier via oral, intranasal, rectal, topical, intraperitoneal, intravenous, intramuscular, 
subcutaneous, subdermal, transdermal, intrathecal, and intracranial methods. The route of 
administration depends in part on the chemical composition of the active compound and any 
carriers. 

The components of pharmaceutical compositions are preferably of high purity and are 
substantially free of potentially harmful contaminants (e.g. y at least National Food (NF) 
grade, generally at least analytical grade, and more typically at least pharmaceutical grade). 
To the extent that a given compound must be synthesized prior to use, the resulting product is 
typically substantially free of any potentially toxic agents, particularly any endotoxins, which 
may be present during the synthesis or purification process. Compositions for parental 
administration are also sterile, substantially isotonic and made under GMP conditions. 
Compositions for oral administration need not be sterile or substantially isotonic but are 
usually made under GMP conditions. 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 
Families were recruited in central eastern Finland in 1994 and 1996. The methods for 
recruitment, control for population stratification, and clinical evaluation have been described 
previously in detail (Kauppi et al 1998; Laitinen et ah 1997). We used self-reported asthma 
as a sampling method. Altogether 253 families were recruited, two thirds of which were trios. 
Based on retrospective verification of the disease history and the results of diagnostic tests 
(spirometry, histamine or methacholine challenge test, expiratory peak flow measurements), 
87% of the self-reported asthma patients were accepted as verified cases (Kauppi et al 1998). 
Criteria for asthma were based on the recommendations of the American Thoracic Society 
(Dantzker, D.R. et ah 1987). In addition to the 86 multiplex pedigrees included already into 
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our previous genome scan, 103 nuclear families with full phase information (a total of 874 
study individuals) were included to the association analysis without further selection. 

Total serum IgE level was determined by Diagnostics CAP FEIA (Kabi Pharmacia, Sweden) 
in one batch. Allergy screening was done to all study individuals at the time of the study 
(Kauppi et al 1998; Laitinen et al 1997). Based on total serum IgE level the study 
individuals were divided into two groups: high IgE responders (IgE > lOOkU/L) and low IgE 
responders (IgE < 100 kU/L). 

EXAMPLES 

EXAMPLE I 

Construction Of The Physical Map 
We have ordered the markers used in the analysis and estimated the physical distance 
between the markers using several publicly available sources as described previously by 
Polvi et al (2002). Completed chromosome 7 sequence confirms the distance and order of our 
markers 

(http://www.ncbi.nlm.n^ 
096428&dopt=GenBank). 

EXAMPLE n 

Microsatellite Discovery and Genotvping 
To create a dense map of polymorphic markers spread evenly across the linkage region, we 
screened the publicly available genomic sequences for potentially polymorphic tandem 
repeats (Polvi et al 2002). Eighty microsatellites were genotyped in the whole data set (874 
samples) giving the average marker density of 220kb (range from 904bp to 790kb) across the 
linkage region. All microsatellite markers and small insertions and deletions (Table 1C) 
found in the critical region were genotyped using fluorescently labeled primers in gel 
electrophoresis on the ABI377 sequencer as described previously (Polvi et al 2002 and 
http://www.genome.helsinki.fi/eng/research/asth^ 
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EXAMPLE m 

Discovery of Genetic Variation in the Critical 
Region by Direct Sequencing 
To identify all sequence polymorphisms in the critical region, we generated a 129 kb 
reference sequence by assembling the sequence (genomic clones AC005680, AC005492, 
AC005174, AC005862.1, and AC005853.1) from the Human Genome Project (in the contig 
NT 000380 from the position 509,783 to the position 638,799). SNP discovery by re- 
sequencing was done in four selected patients and in three control individuals who were 
homozygous across the region and for the flanking markers. Repeat regions such as SINE, 
LINE, LTR, MER1 and MER2 elements covered 60% of the sequence (a total of 129,017 
bp). PCR assays were designed to be -650 bp in length with 100 bp overlap with adjacent 
assays. Repeat regions were re-sequenced when it was possible to design primers in unique 
sequence within the range mentioned above. 

PCR assays were carried out in 20ul volumes containing 20ng of genomic DNA, lx PCR 
Butler n, O.lmM dNTPs, 2.5 mM MgC12, 0.luM primer mix, and 0.5 U of DNA polymerase 
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(AmpliTaqGold, Applied Biosystems). The samples were denatured for 10 min at 94°C, 
followed by 35 cycles each of 30s at 94 C, 30 s at 58 C, and 30 s at 72 °C. Elongation was 
performed for 10 min at 72°C. Purified PCR fragments (Quickstep 2 PCR purification Kit, 
Edge BioSystems, MD) were sequenced in both directions using ABI Prism3100 sequencer 
and dye-terminator chemistry. We assembled the sequence reads using the Gap4 program. 

EXAMPLE IV 

SNP Genotyping 

SNP genotyping was done using two different methods: single base pair extension (SBE) or 
using altered restriction sites. SBE was done using the chemistry of Molecular Dynamics 
according to the suggestion made by the manufacturer on a Megabase 1000 sequencer 
(Molecular Dynamics, CA) using the primers listed in the Table 1 A. Allele calling was 
performed by using the MegaBACE SNP Profiler software (Molecular Dynamics). 

Twenty-nine of the SNPs were genotyped using different restriction enzyme digestions. All 
primers, restriction enzymes, and lengths of the digestion fragments of corresponding allele 
used in the genotyping are given in Table IB. If the SNP did not produce a natural site for 
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altered restriction, mutations were induced in PCR-primers (shown in capital letters in primer 
sequence). To improve allele calling by growing size difference between alleles, in some 
primers plasmid sequence tail of 20-30bp was added (shown in bold in the primer sequence). 
Altered restriction sites of the PCR products stained with ethidium bromide and visualized on 
agarose gels in UV light were called manually by two independent observers. All the markers 
were in Hardy- Weinberg equilibrium and observed Mendel errors, were less than 0.1%. 

EXAMPLE V 

Haplotvpe Association Analysis 
The haplotype analysis was done using Haplotype Pattern Mining (HPM) (Toivonen et ah 
2000) program. For haplotyping, large pedigrees were divided into trios using an in-house 
computer program. The program identifies the maximum number of trios that are not 
overlapping and in which one or two members were affected (not both parents). Trios that 
included members who had not been genotyped or members with unknown phenotype were 
excluded. In phase three of hierarchical LD mapping, high density genotyping of the critical 
region was done in the trios informative for the association analysis (a total of 132 trios, 396 
study individuals, and revealing 304 unrelated affected and 220 control chromosomes). 
Haplotyping was done within each trio and four independent chromosomes were obtained 
from each trio. In case of ambiguities (missing genotype data, identical heterozygotic 
genotypes in all of the family members, or Mendel errors), the alleles were discarded. If the 
child was affected, the transmitted chromosomes were considered disease associated and the 
non-transmitted chromosomes as controls. If one of the parents was affected, his/her 
chromosomes were considered disease associated and the spouse's chromosomes as controls. 
If both the parent and the child were affected, only the non-transmitted chromosome of an 
unaffected parent was considered as the control and the other three as disease associated. 
These haplotypes were used as input for HPM. 

To estimate the overall significance of detected association, accounting for simultaneous 
testing of multiple markers, we used a second level permutation test by performing nested 
permutation tests described in detail elsewhere (Sevon et al 2001a and b). 
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1. Haplotvoe Association 

Our genotyping effort searching for a shared haplotype among individuals who have high 
total IgE serum level was done in three phases using a hierarchical approach. Based on the 
initial observation on potential association, the marker map was made denser in the regions of 
primary interest. Li the haplotype analysis we used the HPM algorithm that is known to be 
powerful in locating a disease-causing gene when one is known to exist (Toivonen et al 
2000). By allowing gaps in the haplotype patterns, the algorithm is robust for genotyping 
errors, marker mutations, unrecognized recombinations and missing data. The data set 
consisted of 86 multiplex pedigrees that were included also in the previous linkage study and 
additional 103 nuclear families recruited solely for the association study. These families 
revealed 304 unrelated high IgE associated and 220 control chromosomes which were then 
used as the input data for the HPM analysis. 

First we built a marker map across the whole linkage region with 80 microsatellite markers 
(Fig. 1). In the first phase of haplotype association analysis the marker density was 
approximately 220kb across the linkage region. The best associations (chi square >7.4) 
formed only one cluster of haplotypes located between the markers D7S690-NM13 
(-3.2 lcM). In the second phase we added 6 new microsatellites in between D7S690 and 
NM13. The associated haplotypes (chi square >8.9) clustered now at the centromeric end of 
the region, between markers G42099 and NM13 (301kb) (Fig. 2). HPM algorithm was used 
to evaluate the overall haplotype distribution among the high IgE associated compared to that 
among control chromosomes. A permutation test incorporated to the HPM computer package 
was used to evaluate the statistical significance of our finding by comparing the overall 
haplotype distribution among the high IgE associated and control chromosomes. Using chi 
square 7.0 as the threshold for association, 7 markers as the maximum length of the 
haplotype, and allowing one gap in the haplotype patterns, the best associations were 
computed for three adjacent markers G42102, D7S497, and G4296 (marker-wise P values 
0.05-0.06 based on 1 0 000 simulations). 

Fine mapping was then further continued by adding 49 new markers between G42099 and 
NM13 giving an average marker density of 6kb. By using the HPM algorithm, all associated 
haplotype (chi square >13) patterns spanned between SNP509783 and SNP638799 (129,017 
bp). 
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To study if the overall haplotype distribution in the locus differs in high IgE associated 
compared to that in control chromosomes, we used again a permutation test. HPM analysis 
was done using the following parameters: maximum pattern length 40 markers, one gap 
allowed for missing data and possible errors, and chi-square threshold for the association 

i 

13.0. The observed scores (=number of qualified haplotype patterns spanning across the 
marker) for associated haplotypes varied from 0 to 40. Permutation test showed statistically 
biased haplotype distribution for high IgE. The marker-wise P values <0.005 were observed 
for all eleven of the markers between SNP531632 and SNP563930 and the marker wise P 
values <0.01 for all twenty-eight markers between NM51 and SNP617392 based on 10 000 
simulations. To estimate the effect of simultaneous testing of multiple markers, we used a 
second level permutation test, yielding a corrected P value of 0.03 (Sevon 2001a and b). 

2. Genetic Variation in the Critical Region 

Based on haplotype analysis we had determined the critical region in between the markers 
SNP509783 and SNP638799 (Fig. 2). SNP genotyping resulted in the identification of seven 
haplotypes H1-H7 that together explain 94.5% of the genetic variation detected at the AST-1 
locus. To identify all potentially causative genetic variations on the risk haplotype, we 
sequenced four patients who carried haplotypes H2/H2, H4/H4, H5/H5, and H7/H7, 
respectively, and were homozygous across the ASTl-locus region. The patients 1 sequences 
polymorphisms were compared with the reference sequence (SEQ ID NO: 1) 
flittp://www.ncbtnlm.nih.gov/enfr^ uid 
s=7382309&dopt=GenBank , human genomic contig NT_000380) and to three population 
based controls homozygous for the same markers, but with different haplotypes HI/HI, 
H3/H3, and H6/H6, respectively. The differences are highlighted via SEQ ID NO:l. Genetic 
variation including small deletions and insertions (< 6 base pairs), variation in the length of 
microsatellite repeats, and multiple SNPs are presented in Table 3 that can be used as genetic 
markers of the risk haplotypes. Tables 13 and 14 show the SNPs unique for each haplotype 
and unique for certain haplotype combinations, respectively. In diagnostic testing these 
markers identify the haplotypes and the haplotype combinations of an individual without 
phase information. 

Example VI: Identification of the GPRA Gene 
A. Materials and Methods 
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L Exon Prediction 

Exon predictions were performed by GENSCAN http://genes.mit.edu/GENSCAN.html) and 
software using genomic clones from AC005493.1 to AC005826.1 (690 kb) (Polvi et al 2002) 
as one block. Predictions were performed for both unmasked and masked sequence. In the 
latter, the repetitive sequences were masked using the Repeat Masker Service 
(http://repeatmasker.genome.washington.edii/). 

2. Reverse Transcriptase PCR 

The exon-specific primers were designed based on exon predictions (Table 4, Fig. 3). First 
strand cDNAs were synthesized from 1 ng of commercially available poly A + RNAs from 
human brain (Invitrogen), lung, testis, placenta, and thymus (BD Clontech) by the SMART 
RACE cDNA Amplification Kit (BD Clontech, Palo Alto, CA) according to manufacturer's 
instructions. Alternatively, Marathon-Ready cDNA (Clontech) or cDNA from Multiple 
Tissue cDNA Panels I and II (Clontech) were used as templates in some PCR amplifications. 
All the PCR amplifications were performed in 20-50 \x\ volumes using 2.0-5.0 ^1 cDNA as 
template, 2 mM MgCl 2 , 0.2 mM dNTPs (Finn2ymes), 0.2 mM of each primer, 0.15-0.4 U 
AmpliTaqGold, and lx PCR Gold buffer (Applied Biosciences) under the following 

« 

conditions: 94°C for 10 min, 35-40 cycles of 94 °C for 30 s, 58 °C -68 °C for 30 s, 72 °C for 
1 min 40 s to 2 min followed by 72 °C for 10 min. PCR products were analyzed on 1 % 

■ 

agarose gel and extracted from the gel using QIAquick Gel Extraction Kit (Qiagen). 

3. Rapid Amplification of cDNA Ends (RACE-PCR) 

To generate 3' and 5' cDNA ends, rapid amplification of cDNA ends (SMART RACE) was 
performed using human testis cDNA and Human Marathon-Ready Fetal Thymus cDNA 
(Clontech) according to the manufacturer's protocol for the SMART RACE cDNA 
Amplification Kit (BD Clontech). RACE-PCR products were cloned using pGEM-T Easy 
Vector system (Promega) or TOPO TA Cloning kit (Invitrogen) and plasmid DNA was 
purified using QIAprep Spin Miniprep Kit (Qiagen). 

The purified RT-PCR products and the cloned RACE-PCR products were verified by 
automated sequencing with dye-terminator chemistry (ABI Prism3100, Applied Biosystems, 
Inc). 
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4. Cloning of the Full-Length cDNAs of GPRA 

Nested PCR amplification was used in cloning of the full length cDNAs for GPRA splice 
variants A and B. The first round of PCR for variant A was done with the primer pair 
JEGE1F1 and JEGE9aRl, and for variant B with JEGE1F1 and JEGE9bRl (Table 4, Fig. 3). 
The following inner primers were used in the re-amplification: JEGE1F2 and JEGE9aR2 for 
variant A; JEGE1F2 and JEGE9bR2 for variant B, respectively. Full length C variant was 
amplified with the primer pair JEGE1F2 and JEGExRl. 

Primary PCR amplifications of variants A and B were performed in 25 volumes using 2.5 
^il Human Brain Marathon-Ready cDNA (Clontech) as template, lx DyNAzyme EXT buffer 
(containing 1.5 mM MgCl 2 ), 0.2 mM dNTPs (Finnzymes), 0.52 |iM of each primer, 5% 
DMSO and 0.5 U DyNAzyme EXT polymerase (Finnzymes) under the following conditions: 
94°C for 4 min, 38 cycles of 94°C for 30 s, 65°C for 30 s, 72°C for 1 min followed by final 
extension of 72°C for 10 min. The aliquot of primary PCR product was re-amplified by 30 
PCR cycles under the same conditions as above. PCR amplification of variant C was 
performed in the above conditions. NCI-H358 cDNA was used as template. 

PCR products were cloned into pCR 2. 1 TOPO -vector using TOPO TA cloning kit 
(Invitrogen) according to manufacturer's instructions and plasmid DNA were purified using 
QIAprep Spin Miniprep Kit (Qiagen). The cloned RT-PCR products were verified by 
automated sequencing with dye-terminator chemistry (MegaBACE 1000, Molecular 
Dynamics). 

■ • 

5. Cell Culture and Isolation of Polv A* RNA 

In addition to commercially available poly A + RNAs and Marathon-Ready cDNAs, human 
lung epithelial carcinoma cell line NCI-H358 (ATCC) was cultured as mRNA source for 
expression studies. Cells were cultured in RPMI 1640 medium (Gibco BRL) supplemented 
with 1 mM sodium puiyvate (Gibco BRL), 10% FCS (Biological Industries), and 1% 
Penicillin/Streptomycin (GibcoBRL). Poly A* RNA was isolated by Dynabeads mRNA 
DIRECT Kit (Dynal) according to the manufacturer's instructions. 



6. Northern Blot Hybridization 
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The GPRA C specific (comprising the nucleotides from 58 to 527 of the GPRA C variant) 
470 bp probe was generated by RT-PCR using human testis cDNA as template. The probe 
was radiolabelled with a[ P]~dCTP using RediPrime Kit (Amersham Biosciences) according 
. to the manufacturer's instructions. A Human Multiple Tissue 8-lane Northern blot (BD 
Clontech) was prehybridized in ExpressHyb solution (BD Clontech) for 1 h at 68 °C followed 
by hybridization with the specific probe for 1 h 15 min at 68 °C. Herring sperm DNA (100 
Hg/ml) was used as the blocking reagent The filter was washed with 2 x SSC and 0.05 % 
SDS at room temperature and then exposed to X-ray film at -20 °C for 6 days. 

7. Western Blot and Immunohistochemistrv 
Two specific antibodies against the alternative carboxy terminals of GPRA were raised by 
immunizing.rabbits with the following peptides: CREQRSQDSRMTFRERTER 
(corresponding to the nucleotides 1 148-1205 of the variant A) and 
CPQRENWKGTWPGVPSWALPR (corresponding to the nucleotides 1 196-1259 of the 
variant B of GPRA). GPRA A peptide synthesis and antibody production were purchased 
from Sigma-Genosys Ltd (London Road, Pampisford, Cambridge). GPRA B peptide 
synthesis was purchased from the University of Helsinki and antibody production from the 
University of Oulu. A total of 6 immunizations were performed at 2 weeks intervals using the 
total of 2 mg of KLH-conjugated peptide purified by gel filtration. GPRA antibodies were 
purified from whole serum by affinity chromatography with the peptide coupled to iodoacetyl 
on a crosslinked agarose support according to the manufacturer's (Pierce, Meridian Road, 
Rockford IL, USA) instructions. 

For western blot analysis, human tissue lysates from spleen, skeletal muscle, uterine muscle, 
colon muscle, kidney, colon epithelium, testes, and prostate were obtained by mechanically 
homogenizing the frozen tissue samples in 10 mM Tris HC1 lOOmM NaCl 2 % Triton X-100 
buffer with proteinase inhibitors. 50 \ig °f protein lysates were run on reducing 12.5 % 
SDS-PAGE gels and electroblotted to the PVDF membrane according to standard procedures. 
Nonspecific protein binding was prevented by incubating the membrane with 5 % milk in 0. 1 
% Tween 20 in TBS (TBST). Antigenic sites were revealed by incubating the membrane with 
the anti-GPRA G-terminal antibodies or pre-immune serum followed by the alkaline 
phosphatase-conjugated goat anti-rabbit secondary antibody (Jackson ImmunoResearch 
Laboratories Inc., West Baltimore Pike West Grove, PA, USA) in 5 % milk in 0.1 % TBST. 
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The color reaction was revealed by the NBTYBCIP method (Pierce). Negative controls did not 
show specific reactivity. 

Formalin fixed, paraffin-embedded specimens of normal adult human bronchus, skin and 
colon, and human normal tissue array slides (MaxArray, Zymed Laboratories Inc., CA) 
containing 30 different tissues were used for Lmmunohistochemistry. For pre-treatment, slides 
were deparaffinized by xylene-treatment followed by decreasing alcohol series. The slides 
were heated in microwave oven in 10 mM citrate buffer, pH 6.0 for 5 minutes. 
Immunohistochemical analyses were performed using the ABC method (Vectastain Elite 
ABC kit, Vector Laboratories, Burlingame, California). Omission of primary antibody and 
staining with the nonimmunized sera was used as negative control for parallel sections. 
Neither of these controls showed any immunoreactivity. 

8. Transient transfections and Elisa 

Cos-1 cells were cultured in Dulbecco's modified Eagle's medium supplemented with 10% 
fetal calf serum, 1% PS and 5% non-essential amino acids. Cos-1 cells were transiently 
transfected with pCMV-myc- GPRA A, B, C, D, E, F or Bshort separately using Fugene6 
transfection reagent (Roche) following the manufacturer's protocol. After 24 hours, the 
transfected cells from one well of 6 well plate were divided into 16 wells of 96 well plate. 
After 48 hours of transfection, the cells were fixed with 3.5 % PFA. Half of the cells were 
permeabilized with 0.5% TX-100 for 10-15 min, blocked with TBS containing 2% milk and 
1% goat normal serum at 37 °C for 30 min, incubated with 1:1000 dilution of myc- specific 
primary antibody (Babco) for 1 h at 37 °C, washed three times with TBS and thereafter 
incubated with a dilution of 1:2000 of HRP-conjugaded anti-mouse IgG antibody for 30 min 
at room temperature and washed three times with TBS. TMB-subrate (Sigma) was added to 
cells and the reaction was let to proceed for 3 to 6 minutes after which the reaction was 
stopped by adding 1 .5 M HCL. Absorbance was measured at 450 nm. 

9. Computational Protein Sequence Analysis 
The transmembrane topology and putative N-glycosylation sites of GPRA protein were 
predicted using PredictProtein (http://cubic.bioc.columbia.edu/ 
predictprotein/submit def.htmltftop) and TMpred (http://www.ch.embnet.org/ 
software/TMPRED form.html) softwares. In protein homology comparisons the BlastP 
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(ht1p://www.ncbi.nlin.iiih.gov/blast0 and T-Coffee 
(http://ww.ch.embnet.org/sof^ softwares were used. 

10. Family Collection 

Genotyping of GPRA was done in a family collection recruited in central eastern Finland. 
The methods for recruitment, control for population stratification, and clinical evaluation 
have been described previously in detail (Kauppi et al 1998; Laitinen et al 1997). We used 
self-reported asthma as a sampling method. Total serum IgE level was determined by 
Diagnostics CAP FEIA (Kabi Pharmacia, Sweden) in one batch for all the participants. Based 
on total serum IgE level the study individuals were divided into two groups: high IgE 
responders (IgE > lOOkU/L) and low IgE respondent (IgE < 100 kU/L). 

Altogether 253 families were recruited, two thirds of which were trios. Based on 
retrospective verification of the disease history and the results of diagnostic tests (spirometry, 
histamine or methacholine challenge test, expiratory peak flow measurements), 87% of the 
self-reported asthma patients were accepted as verified cases (Kauppi et al 1998). Criteria 
for asthma were based on the recommendations of the American Thoracic Society (Dantzker, 
D.R. et al 1987). 86 large pedigrees were included into our previous genome scan (Laitinen 
et al 2001). For the association study, those pedigrees were divided into trios using a in- 
house computer program. Non-overlapping trios with full phase and phenotype information 
and additional 103 trios were included to the association analysis without further selection. 

11. Screening for Exon Polymorphisms 

Genomic DNA of four asthma patients and one healthy control from above mentioned study 
group were screened for sequence variation with 12 primer pairs covering all the verified 
exons of GPRA (Table 5). All the patients were homozygous for microsatellites G42099, 
G42100, D7S497, and G42097 (from the NTJ)00380 position 476,213 to 644,425, a total of 
168 kb) and expressed the susceptibility haplotype (Patent 1). The control individual showed 
homozygosity for the same markers, but to a different, non-associating haplotype. 

PCR assays were carried out in 20 jxl volumes containing 20 ng of genomic DNA, 0. ImM 
dNTPs (Finnzymes), 2.5 mM MgC12 (Applied Biosystems), 0.1 jiM primer mix, and 0.5 U of 
DNA polymerase, and Ix PCR Buffer H (AmpliTaqGold, Applied Biosystems). The samples 
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were denatured for 10 min at 94 °C, followed by 35 cycles each of 30s at 94 °C, 30 s at 58 
°C, and 30 s at 72 °C. Elongation was performed for 10 min at 72 °C. Purified PCR 
fragments (Quickstep 2 PCR purification Kit, Edge BioSystems) were sequenced from both 
directions using ABI Prim3 100 (Applied Biosystems) sequencer and dye-terminator 
chemistry. We assembled forward and reverse sequence reads using the Gap4 program 
(Staden Package software). 

12. Genotyping 

Genotyping of five exonic SNPs in GPRA was done using two different methods. One marker 
was genotyped using single base pair extension (SBE) with the chemistry of Molecular 
Dynamics on a Megabase 1000 sequencer (Molecular Dynamics) according to the suggestion 
made by the manufacturer (Table 6A). Allele calling was performed by using the MegaBACE 
SNP Profiler software (Molecular Dynamics). 

Four of the SNPs were genotyped using different restriction enzyme digestions. All primers, 
restriction enzymes, and lengths of the digestion fragments of corresponding allele used in 
the genotyping are given in Table 6B. If the SNP did not produce a natural site for altered 
restriction, mutations were induced in PCR-primers. To improve allele calling by growing 
size difference between alleles, in one primer plasmid sequence tail was added. Altered 
restriction sites of the PCR products were visualized on ethidium bromide stained agarose 
gels in UV light and called manually by two independent observers. All the markers were in 
Hardy- Weinberg equilibrium and observed Mendel errors were less than 0.1%. 

13. Haplotvpe Association Analysis 

The haplotype analysis was done using Haplotype Pattern Mining (HPM) (Toivonen et al 
2000) program. The data set provided a total of 132 informative trios, 396 study individuals, 
and revealing 304 unrelated affected and 220 control chromosomes. Haplotyping was done 
within each trio and four independent chromosomes were obtained from each trio. In case of 
ambiguities (missing genotype data, identical heterozygotic genotypes in all of the family 
members, or Mendel errors), the alleles were discarded. If the child was affected, the 
transmitted chromosomes were considered disease associated and the non-transmitted 
chromosomes as controls. If one of the parents was affected, his/her chromosomes were 
considered disease associated and the spouse's chromosomes as controls. If both the parent 
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and the child were affected, only the non-transmitted chromosome of an unaffected parent 
was considered as the control and the other three as disease associated. These haplotypes 
were used as input for HPM. 

RESULTS 

L Characterization GPRA at RNA And Protein Level 

A. Genomic Structure of Different Splice Variants of GPRA 

The full-length cDNA sequence of GPRA was assembled by using RT-PCR with primers 
designed for predicted exons and by using RACE-PCR to generate the 5 9 and 3 * ends of the 
gene. The genomic location of the primers is shown in the Fig. 3 and sequence in the Table 4. 
Nested PGR amplification was used to produce full length cDNAs of different splice variants 
in one fragment. Using different (Marathon-Ready Brain cDNAs, RNA extracted form NCI- 
H358 cell line) template three splice variants were identified repeatedly (A, Biong, and C 
variants in the Fig. 3 and 4). All variants possess the same initiation site, but used alternative 
exons to encode the 3* end of the gene (exons 9A, 9B and 2B, respectively). The sequence 
flanking the putative ATG translation initiation site (GCCATGC) contains the -3 purine, but 
not the +4 guanine residue, of the Kozak consensus sequence. In two of the variants, the open 
reading frame was distributed across 9 exons producing cDNAs of 1 1 16 bp and 1 134 bp in 
size (variants A and Bi on g, Fig. 5A and 5B) and encoding 371 and 377 amino-acid proteins, 
respectively. The C variant is a shorter transcript of GPRA including only the exons El, E2a 
and E2b (Fig. 5C). GPRA spanned 0.2 Mb of the genomic contig NTJ)00380. The second 
intron is the largest, comprising of 93.8 kb. 

When nested PCR specific for the B variant was applied in the cloning process a new splice 
variant was observed (Bshort in Figs. 4B and 5B). A 33 bp deletion was observed in the 5' 
prime end of the exon 3. 

B. Expression Profiling of GPRA Using RT-PCR and Northern Blot Hybridization 
RT-PCR analysis showed that different variants of GPRA were expressed in several human 
tissues. These tissues include testis, brain, pituitary gland, placenta, lung, heart, fetal thymus, 
and fetal heart. In addition to commercially available cDNAs, we analyzed the GPRA 
expression profile in NCI-H358 cell line that represents broncho-epithelial origin. Variants A 
(JEG5F1 and Vau8R2), B (JEG5F1 and VaulOOORl) and C (JEG5F1 and JEGEXR1) 
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specific primer pairs were used in amplifications (Fig. 8, Table 4). All forms were expressed 
and using A variant specific primers, we found several transcripts. PCR fragments were 
cloned and sequenced Sequence verification revealed variants A, D, E, and F (Figs. 4 and 5). 
Northern blot hybridization was done using a 470 bp cDNA probe comprising exons El, 
E2A, and E2B (Fig. 3). On Human 8-Lane MTN blot, the probe detected multiple transcripts 
sized approximately 6.5 kb, 6.0 kb, 1.8 kb, and 1.0 kb as shown for placental tissue in Fig. 9. 

C. The Predicted Structure of the GPRA Protein 

Both TMpred and PredictProtein softwares predicted that the variants A and Bio ng encode a 
7TM protein with an extracellular N-terminus (approximately 50 amino acids) and 
intracellular C-terminus (Figs. 6A-6F). Their structure shared the common features of GPR 
family A with 16 conserved amino acids in the TM, loop, and C-terminal regions. These 
include among others two conserved Cys residues in exoloops 1 and 2 that potentially form a 
disulfide bridge; the Asp-Arg-Tyr sequence (DRY motif) in the proximity of TM3; Asn-Pro- 
X-X-Tyr motif in TM7; and a Cys residue in the C-terminal region (Figs. 6A-6F). The 
putative N-glycosylation site Asn 4 was predicted by PredictProtein. All the other variants 
lacked the 7TM structure. For variant Bshort a 6TM structure was predicted (Fig. 6B). Variant 
C encodes 94 amino acid protein that has potentially only one TM region (Fig. 6C). For the 
variants D and E, deletions of the exons 3 or 4 caused a shift in the ORF, presumably 
producing truncated forms of the protein. When both exons were deleted (variant F), the ORF 
remained intact, but only five-transmembrane regions were predicted (Fig. 6F). 

D. Sequence Searches 

Determined by BlastP comparisons, the GPRA protein shows 3 1 % amino acid identity to 
human vasopressin receptor IB, 28 % identity to human vasopressin receptor 2, 32 % identity 
to human oxytocin receptor, and 43 % amino acid sequence identity to gene product CG61 1 1 
of Drosophila melanogaster which is considered as an orthology to human 
vasopressin/oxytocin receptor family (Park et al 2002). The best sequence identity between 
proteins was found in TM regions and in the first exoloop. Based on T Coffee homology 
comparisons, GPRA showed 20% amino acid identity to the bovine rhodopsin receptor. 
Sequence comparisons between GPRA and mouse ESTs BB638128, BB632343, BB625809, 
BB228269, and publicly available mouse genomic sequence suggest the existence of a mouse 
orthology. 
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2. Expression Profiling of GPRA Variants A and B Using Western Blot Analysis and 
Immunohistochemistrv 

Immunostaining of normal adult human tissue samples with GPRA A variant specific 
antibody showed strongest expression in smooth muscle cells (SMC), such as SMC layer in 
bronchial and arterial walls in human lung and colon shown in Fig. 10A and E. In alveolar 
wall and alveolar macrophages of lung (Fig. 10C) intense staining of GPRA A was detected. 
In colon epithelium (Fig. 10D), strong basal staining was observed, whereas in the bronchial 
epithelium (Fig. 10A) and keratinocytes (Fig. 10F), only mild/weak immunostaining was 
detected. 

Western blot analysis with GPRA A variant specific antibody revealed four intensive bands 
corresponding to molecular weights of approximately 50, 44, 42 and 40 kDa (Fig. 12A). In 
skeletal muscle only 50 kDa band was detectable whereas uterine muscle, colon epithelium 
and prostate showed similar expression patterns at 50, 44, and 40 kDa. The most intensive 
GPRA A expression was recorded in colon muscle with the major band at 42 kDa. Weak or 
nonexistent bands were found in spleen, kidney, and testis. 

Immunostaining with GPRA B variant specific antibody revealed most intense expression of 
the protein in the epithelium of several mucosal tissues including bronchus, small intestine, 
and colon as shown in Figs. 1 1 A, D, E. Contrary to the A variant, the expression of the B 
variant was strongest in the apical surface of the epithelium (Figs. 1 1 A, D, E, and F). 
Alveolar walls and alveolar macrophages (Fig. 1 1C) showed strong and SMCs in several 
tissues mild immunostaining of the variant B. 

With GPRA B variant specific antibody, two sharp polypeptide bands corresponding to 
molecular weights of approximately 39 and 25 kDa were revealed by Western blot analysis 
with the strongest expression in kidney (Fig. 12B). The specificity of the antibody was 
confirmed by the blocking experiment with lOx molar excess of the peptide used in 
immunization. 

Cos-1 cells were transiently transfected with pCMV-myc GPRA A, B, Bshort, C, D, E, or F 
in order to study translocation of different GPRA variants in vitro. After 48 hours, cells were 
fixed and studied by cell based ELISA assay using myc antibody. 71% of recombinant GPRA 
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A and 52% of recombinant GPRA B were translocated to the plasma membrane while all the 
other variants were located in cytoplasm (Table 15). 

3. Characterization Of GPRA as a Genetic Regulator of Asthma Related Traits 

A. Detection of GPRA Polymorphisms Associated to Asthma Related Traits 

To detect sequence variations in GPRA associated to asthma related traits, we sequenced its 
verified exons and exon-intron boundaries in four patients homozygous for the haplotype 
significantly associated with high serum total IgE level among the Finnish asthma families. 
Comparison between patients and one control individual from the same data set were made to 
the reference sequence (genomic contig NT_000380) in the public data base. 

A total of 14 SNPs were found distributed in seven exons of GPRA (Table 7). Four of the 
SNPs were predicted to cause a non-conservative amino acid change: Asn>Ile located in the 
first extracellular loop, Ser>Arg in the third cytoloop, Gln>Arg and Thr>Ile in the C termini, 
one in each alternative splice variant. Six of the SNPs were located in the 3* UTRs of the A, 
B, and C variants of the gene. 

B. Association Analysis 

We have previously defined a susceptibility haplotype that significantly associates with 
asthma related phenotypes (best marker-wise P value based on 10,000 permutations 0.001) 
(Fig. 3, gray area). The region covers the genomic region between GPRA exons 2b and 5. We 
replicated the association analysis with five SNPs genotyped in the exons of GPRA in the 
same data set (304 disease associated and 220 control chromosomes). Best haplotype 
associations of GPRA for high serum IgE level when one gap was allowed in the haplotype 
patterns are shown in Table 8. The best observed associations reached y2 values of 5.7-10.3. 
Only one of markers (SNP591694) was part of the previously determined susceptibility 
haplotype and the same amino acid change, 107De, showed also significant association to 
high IgE level together with other GPRA SNPs. 

To study whether the overall haplotype distribution in GPRA differs in high IgE associated 
compared to that in control chromosomes, we used a permutation test. HPM analysis was 
done using the following parameters: maximum pattern length 5 markers, one gap allowed 
for missing data and possible errors, and chi-square threshold for the association >5.0. The 
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observed scores (=number of qualified haplotype patterns spanning across the marker) for 
associated haplotypes varied from 6 to 14. Permutation test showed statistically biased 
haplotype distribution for high IgE. Based on 10,000 simulations, the best marker-wise P 
value <0.01 was observed for a silent SNP (in position 640,764) in exon 5. P <0.02 was 
observed for three markers in the middle of the haplotype and P<0.04 for all the markers in 
the haplotype. 

Example VII 

This example describes a second gene occurring partially within the AST-1 locus and 
overlapping the GPRA gene. 

A. Materials and Methods 

1. Exon Prediction 

Exon predictions were performed by GENSCAN (http://genes.mit.edu/GENSCAN.html) 
software using genomic clone NTJ)00380 (Polvi et al 2002). Predictions were performed for 
both unmasked and masked sequence. In the latter, the repetitive sequences were masked 
using the Repeat Masker Service (http://repeatmasker.genome.washington.edu/). 

2. Reverse Transcriptase PCR 

The exon-specific primers were designed based on exon predictions (Table9, Figurel3). First 
strand cDNAs were synthesized from 1 \ig of commercially available poly A + RNAs from 
human lung, testis, kidney and fetal liver (BD Clontech) by the SMART RACE cDNA 
Amplification Kit (BD Clontech, Palo Alto, CA) according to manufacturer's instructions. 
Alternatively, Marathon-Ready cDNA (Clontech) or cDNA from Multiple Tissue cDNA 
Panels I and II (Clontech) were used as templates in some PCR amplifications. 

All the PCR amplifications were performed in 25-50 |il volumes using 2.0-5.0 fil cDNA as 
template, 2 mM MgCl 2 , 0.2 mM dNTPs (Finnzymes), 0.2 mM of each primer, 0.15-0.4 U 
AmpliTaqGold, and lx PCR Gold buffer (Applied Biosciences) under the following 
conditions: 94°C for 5 min, 35-40 cycles of 94 °C for 30 s, 58 °C -62 °C for 40 s, 72 °C for 
1 min 30 s followed by 72 °C for 10 min. PCR products were analyzed on 1 % agarose gel 
and extracted from the gel using QIAquick Gel Extraction Kit (Qiagen). Purified PCR 



WO 2004/056866 PCT/FI2003/000973 

59 

products were analyzed by automated sequencing with dye-terminator chemistry (Megabase 
1000 sequencer, Molecular Dynamics). 

3. Cell Culture and Isolation of Polv A* RNA 

In addition to commercially available poly A + RNAs, RNA from Ebstein Barr virus infected 
lymphoblast cell lines of the patients who were homozygous, heterozygous, or non-carriers of 
AST1 were cultured for expression studies. Lymphoblasts were cultured in RPMI 1640 
medium (Gibco BRL) supplemented with 1 mM sodium pyruvate (Gibco BRL), 10% FCS 
(Biological Industries), and 1% Penicillin/Streptomycin (GibcoBRL). Poly A + RNA was 
isolated by Dynabeads mRNA DIRECT Kit (Dynal) according to the manufacturer's 
instructions. 

4. Northern Blot Hybridization 

The AAA1 specific probe (mixture of the variants I, HI, IV, VII, and X) was generated by 
RT-PCR using human lung, testis, kidney and fetal liver poly A + RNAs as templates. The 
probe was radiolabelled with a[ 32 P]-dCTP using RediPrime Kit (Amersham Biosciences) 
according to the manufacturer's instructions. A Human Multiple Tissue 12-lane Northern 
blot, Fetal Multiple Tissue Northern blot, and Human Multiple Tissue Expression Array 2 
(BD Clontech) were prehybridized in ExpressHyb solution (BD Clontech) for 1 h at 68 °C 
followed by hybridization with the specific probe for 2-5 h at 68 °C. Herring sperm DNA 
(100 p.g/ml) was used as the blocking reagent. Filters were washed with 2 x SSC and 0.05 % 
SDS at room temperature and exposed to X-ray film at -20 °C for 1 - 5 days. 

5. Genotvping 

Genotyping of four SNPs that are located either in the coding region or near the exon-intron 
boundaries of AAA1 was done 1) using altered restriction sites (SNP_538567 or 
SNP_574953, Table IB) or 2) single base pair extension (SBE) with the chemistry of 
Molecular Dynamics on a Megabase 1000 sequencer (Molecular Dynamics) according to the 
suggestion made by the manufacturer (Table 10). Allele calling was performed by using the 
MegaBACE SNP Profiler software (Molecular Dynamics. 

■ 

All the markers were in Hardy- Weinberg equilibrium and observed Mendel errors were less 
than 0.1%. 
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6. In vitro translation of the AAA1 and characterization of AAA1 antibody 
In order to investigate whether AAA1 is translated to any polypeptide, in vitro translation 
experiments were performed (Figure 21). Capped RNAs of AAA1 gene variants defined by SEQ 
ID NOS: 16 and 22 were transcribed from DNA constructs with the aid of T7 RNA polymerases 
(mMESSAGE mMASCHENE system, Ambion, USA). Translation was performed with rabbit 
reticulocyte lysate translation machinery (Riboprobe in vitro translation system, Promega) in the 
presence of S 35 -labelled methionine in the reaction mixture. The Xenopus elongation factor a 
(pTRI-Xef) DNA template was used as a positive control for transcription and translation. In 
negative control, water was used instead of DNA. The translated polypeptides were detected by 
autoradiography after Tris-Tricine SDS-PAGE. 

* 

B. Results 

L Characterization of AAA1 at RNA Level 

A. Genomic Structure of Different Splice Variants of AAA1 
The human AAA1 gene spans 520 kb of the genomic contig NT_000380 (nucleotides 
163615-684776) and it is divided into 18 exons (Figure 13 and Table 1 1). The cDNA 
sequences of AAA1 splice variants were assembled by using RT-PCR with primers designed 
for predicted exons. The genomic location of the primers is shown in the Figure 13 and the 
sequence in the Table 9. Using cDNAs from human lung, kidney, testis and fetal liver as 
templates, twelve splice variants were identified repeatedly (variants I-XII in the Figure 14). 
All variants share exon 6, but use alternative exons to encode the 5' and 3* ends of the 
transcript. In six variants out of ten, the sequence flanking the putative ATG translation 
initiation site (GCCATGC) contains the -3 purine, but not the +4 guanine residue, of the 
Kozak consensus sequence. 

B. Expression Profiling of AAA1 Using RT-PCR and Northern Blot Hybridization 
Northern blot analysis of a multiple tissue expression array showed that AAA1 is expressed 
in several human tissues (Figure 16). Strong expression was seen in testis, brain, placenta, 
lung, heart, skeletal muscle, kidney, liver, fetal liver, and fetal lung. In multiple tissue 
northern blots, two main transcripts (2.4 and 7.5 kb in size) were detected (Figure 17). 
Additionally, all sample lanes showed extensive label streaming which can be an indication 
of several low-abundant transcripts with different sizes. 
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By RT-PCR exceptionally strong splicing and tissue specific differences in AAA1 
expression could be found (Figure 18). For example, expression of splice variants I and IV 
was particularly strong in the lungs consistent with the association between AAA1 and 
asthma. 

In the in vitro translation experiment, the Xenopus elongation factor a (pTRI-Xef) DNA template 
used as a positive control resulted in the synthesis of a 50-kDa polypeptide as expected. However, 
neither of the two investigated constructs was translated into polypeptides strongly arguing that 
AAA1 functions as a non-coding RNA gene (Figure 21). 

To further investigate the translation of the AAA1 gene, a polyclonal antibody against the constant 
region (YVRRNAGRQFSHC) of the gene product was produced in rabbits. AAA1 peptide 
synthesis and antibody production were purchased from Sigma-Genosys Ltd (London Road, 
Pampisford, Cambridge). To test the specificity of the antibodies, Glutathione S-transferase (GST) 
-fusion proteins for AAA1 were produced with the pGEX 4T-3 GST fusion expression vector 
(Amersham Biosciences) according to the manufacturer's instructions. (Figure 21). The antibody 
displays high affinity against the the recombinant AAA1 protein produced in bacterial lysate with 
no cross-reactivity between the GST construct alone. In spite of that, the antibody did not reveal 
any reactivity either in Western blots (spleen, skeletal muscle, uterine muscle, colon muscle, colon 
epithelium, kidney, testis and prostate) or in immunohistochemistry (bronchial tissue, HepG2 cell 
line) (data not shown). 

In addition, formalin fixed, paraffin-embedded specimens of normal adult human bronchus tissue 
and HepG2-cells (positive for AAA1 RT-PCR) were used for immunohistochemistry. 
Immunohistochemical analyses were performed using rabbit AAA1 antibody and the ABC method 
(Vectastain Elite ABC kit, Vector Laboratories, Burlingame, California).Finally, AAA1 does not 
appear to have a mouse counterpart. Concluding from our data, AAA1 may be a non-coding RNA 
gene and is unlikely to encode a functional protein. 

C. The Predicted Structure of the AAA1 Peptides 
The cDNA sequences of twelve AAA1 splice variants are shown in Fig. 20. All predicted 
AAA1 proteins are small peptides (size from 34 aa to 74 aa) that do not show significant 
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identity to any known modular structures or motifs. All isoforms contain the same core 
sequence (ayvrrnagrqfshcnlhahqflvrrkq) flanked by alternative amino- and carboxyterminal 
tails (Figure 15). 

■ 

2. Characterization Of AAA1 as a Genetic Regulator of Asthma Related Traits 

A. Association Analysis 
AST1 covered the exons 3 to 10 of AAA1 (Figure 13). For the association analysis we chose 

* 

one exonic SNP (SNP 517278) and four additional SNPs near exon-intron boundaries of 
AAA1 (Table 12). All the polymorphisms were identified previously (Table 3). The analysis 
for high total serum IgE level was done in the same data set as previously (304 disease 
associated and 220 control chromosomes, Table 2 and 8). Best haplotype associations of 
AAA1 are shown in Table 12. The best observe associations reached the %2 values of 8.9- 
13.6 and the permutation test showed statistically biased haplotype distribution for high IgE. 
Based on 10,000 simulations, the best marker-wise P value <0.0001 was observed for 
SNP_517278 in exon 10. Corrected P value for testing multiple markers simultaneously was 
0.0002. 

B. Variable alternative splicing for AAA1 depending on genotype 
To study further whether AST1 effects on the expression of AAA1 we studied lymphoblast 
cell lines from the asthma patients who were homozygous, heterozygous, or non-carriers of 
AST1. Using RT-PCR with the primer pair SCF10 and ASKAR (Table 9) significant 
differences were found between patients and the differences were dependent on genotype 
(Figure 19). Only the non-carrier of AST1 processes normal amount of the exon 6-10b 
transcript, whereas the homozygote and heterozygotes show either an absent transcript or 
smaller splice variants. Differences in expression patterns suggest that AST1 can effect 
splicing of the gene and thereby, increase the risk of asthma related diseases among AST1 
carriers compared to that among AST1 non-carriers. 
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Although the foregoing invention has been described in some detail for purposes of clarity 
and understanding, it will be clear to one skilled in the art from a reading of this disclosure 
that various changes in form and detail can be made without departing from the true scope of 
the invention. The above examples are provided to illustrate the invention, but not to limit its 
scope; other variants of the invention will be readily apparent to those of ordinary skill in the 
and are encompassed by the claims of the invention. The scope of the invention should, 
therefore, be determined not with reference to the above description, but instead should be 
determined with reference to the appended claims along with their full scope of equivalents. 
Any embodiment, feature, step or element described above can be used in combination with 
any other unless otherwise apparent from the context. All publications, references, and patent 
documents cited in this application are incorporated by reference in their entirety for all 
purposes to the same extent as if each individual publication or patent document were so 
individually denoted. 
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Tables. Primer pairs used in re-sequecing of the exons and exon/intron bondaries of GPRA 



Primer 


Forward primer 


Reverse primer 


GPRA exl 


actcagctgcaggagcaag 


tgacactcttaagttccagcagtc 


GPRA ex2a 


aggaggaagaaatccagcct 


tgaccgatgcgttacatttt 


GPRA ex2b.l 


gccatacattgttagtaacctgaaa 


cctcatccagggatatttgc 


GPRA ex2b.2 


ttcctaccaacaagaactccaa 


cgatgatgaattagaacatacaacttt 


GPRAex3 


taagtcaaagaactc ctaccttgc 


agcaaaggaaatacattaaaaatcaaa 


GPRA ex4 


ctgccctctttcacccagta 


agccacccaccttccttagt _ y 


GPRAexS 


gcttctgttcaagcttcccttt 


gtgtggtcctgtcctgacg 


GPRA ex6 


tggatcctcatggtcactttc 


tctctgctggcatagcttga 


GPRA ex7 


ttgagagagtctgagcattcca 


ccaaattattcaacccatagcc 


GPRA ex8 


tgacatcaatgctccaaacaa 


tgtcatgattaaggcggtttc 


GPRA ex9a 


ttaacatgtctacttgccttttca 


tctgcaaaccgaggctatct 


GPR/4ex9b 


gcagagctgtcacccaaaat 


agcctgggcaacaagagtaa 



• < 



I 
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Allele 2 


o 


CO 




o 












Product size* 


290+50 


240+215 


220+50 


140+260 i 










♦ 


Allele 1 


■4-> 


CO 


u 








Table 6B. Primer pairs, rectrctlon enzymes, and conresbondlng allele sizes used in genotyping of GPRA exonic SNPs. 


r 




Product size* 


o 

CO 


w 
to 


o 

CM 


o 
o 










Enzyme 


Sap I 


Mboll 


Ddel 


SfaNI 






Six digit number in the name of the SNP shows its position in the genomic contig NT 000380. 




Reverse primer 


tagcacaatgcctgccctat 


gtcttgtgcatctcccaggt 


ctagcactggcactgcccta 


tctgcaaaccgaggctatct 








Forward primer 


aactgactaaactaggtgccacgtcgtccatacatgaccatcgtgctctt 


tgtctacctgttggcctgtg 


catggagaaggaaggtcagg 


atgactgcatgcactgctta 




* product sizes are approximltations 




Marker 


SNP_640764 


SNP 662764 
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CO 
CM 
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CO 
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Table 8. Best haplotype associations of GPRA for high serum IgE level in the data set of 304 disease 
associated and 220 control chromosomes when one gap (marked with an asterisks) was allowed in the 
haplotype patterns. 



High IgE Control 


Conf 


x 2 

/v 




GPRA 


markers 




SNP591694 SNP640763 SNP662763 SNP662803 SNP663133 
. Exon3 Exon5 . Exon9A Exon9A Exon9A 




r 


0.761 


10.3 




c 


• 






44 


14 


0.759 


8.5 


T 


n 


■ 


* - 




40 


19 


0.769 


8.5 




n 


* 


T 






19 


0.765 


7.9 




c 


* 


T 




39 


12 


0.765 


7.9 




c 


G 






39 


12 


0.765 


7.9 
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G 


T 




38 


12 


0.76 


7.3 
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38 


12 


0.76 


7.3 
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G 


T 


C 


35 


11 


0.761 


6.8 


T 


c 

* 


* 


T 




34 


11 


• 

0.756 


62 


T 


c 
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34 


11 


0.756 


62 


T 


c 


G 






34 


11 


0.756 


62 


T 


c 


G 


T 




33 


11 


0.75 


5.7 


T 


c 


G 
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c 


33 


11 


0.75 


5.7 


T 


c 


G 


T 


c 



High IgE, number of disease-associated haplotypes with a specific pattern; Control, number of control 
haplotypes with a specific pattern; Confidence, percentage of haplotypes with the specific pattern that is 
associate with disease, chi-square value for disease association of the specific haplotype pattern. 
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Table 9. Primers used for cloning of full length cDNAs for AAA1 . 



Primer 


Exon 


Sequence 


IF 


1 


5' AGAATGAGTCTCTGATGACTTT 3' 


iif 


2 


5 ' ACITGCTGTTC ATAGAATTGCAA 3' 


SF9 


4 


5 r TGACITCTCCXCAGATTTTTGTAT V 


exIF 


5 


5'ACACATACAAAGTGCCTACCACAT 3' 


SR13 


9 


5' TTGAAACTGTATTTCCCATATTGC 3' . 


ASKAF/R 


10b 


5'AAATGCAATAAAAATGCGGAACTA 3' 


XR 


11 


5' GAGTCATTAGTCCAGAGAACAT 3' 


XIR 


12 


5' CTGCTTGGAACAGTGTATATC 3' 


XIIIR 


14 


5 r TGGTCTACGTAGAATTCAGAGTA 3' 


XVR 


16 


5' CATGTGTTAATTGTGTCTTCACT 3' 


SR4 


19 


5' GGGTGTCAT1TACACGAACAATAA 3' 


SF10 


6 


5' CAGTTCAGTCACTGCAATCTTCAT 3' 
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Table 13. Haplotype specific AST1 polymorphisms for diagnostic testing. These markers can be 
used for the haplotype identification of an individual without phase information. 



nafJiuiypt? 


Tuna of 


Position in 


Position in 


Allele present in the 


Allele present in 


nnlvmnrrihteffi 
juiy iiiuh |# iiisiii 


SEQ ID N0:1 


NT 000380 


spesific haplotype 


other haplotypes 


Li 4 
11 




4631 


514413 


T 


C ' 


LM 
11 


CMP 


51975 

v 1 vl v 


561757 


6 


c 


LM 


CMP 

DIN" ! 


53922 


563704 


T 


c 


12 


O MO t 

SNP 


OO0*f 


O IOH Iv 


A 
n 


G 


LIO 

12 


CMD 


Of 39 


516521 


A 


G 


i_io 

12 


SNP 


f OOU 




A 

i 


G 


LIO 

12 




Q -100.0001 

9l99~9&U 1 


O I090 1*00 


riplpHfin nf TCT 
ucicuui i yj* i v/ ■ 


no deletion 


JO 

12 


Ok ID 

SNP 






f* 
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12 


5Nr 


I f I'm 


«"i9fiQ9Q 
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1 JO 

12 


SNP 


I r«tOO 


O^f ell 
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1 to 

12 




4Q079 


KOQfV^l i 
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12 


OkID 

SNr 


1&40Z 


COQOOM 
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OOUU9 I 


A 


G 


1 to 

12 


OkID 


00700 
ZU/09 


*WO*v71 
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G 


JO 

12 


OkID 




00*HW 1 




T 
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LIO 

12 


o tk in 

SNP 








T ^ 
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i In 

12 


Ok ID 

SNP i 


0*tV JO 


C/4AAQD 
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A 


LIO 

12 


deletion 


QQQCACO 

OOOOU-OZ 


CyfQCOO 04 


HplpHon nf (TTC 

UCICUUI 1 Ul v 1 w 


no deletion 


LIO 

12 ! 


OkID 

SNP 


ouyoo 


JUlfi Of j 
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HZ \ 


SNP 


C4 >I7C 

014/0 


DO J ZOO 
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A 1 
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SNP I 
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1 IO 
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OkID 


7007fl 


cQonco 
OO^vO£ 
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SNP 


a a 4 A4 0 
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H2 


OkID 

SNP 


4 4 oiY"t7 

1 i21Uo/ 


Q£ IO 1 9 
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LIO 
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4 1C4QO 
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SNP 
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Table 14. AST1 polymorphisms specific for the different haplotype combinations for diagnostic 
testing. These markers can be used for the identification of certain haplotype combinations of an 
individual without phase information. 
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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1 . An isolated GPRA polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence 
that has at least 90% sequence identity to an amino acid sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1, 13 and 15 over the entire length of the selected 
SEQ ID NO. when compared using the BLASTP algorithm with a wordlength (W) of 3, and 
the BLOSUM62 scoring matrix. 

2. The isolated GPRA polypeptide of claim 1 comprising an amino acid 
sequence selected from the group consisting of B-Long (SEQ ID NO: 5), B-Short (SEQ ID 
NO:7) , C (SEQ ID NO:9), D (SEQ. ID NO:l 1), E (SEQ ID NO:13) and F (SEQ ID NO:15) 
provided that up to 34 amino acids can be substituted, deleted or inserted relative to the 
selected SEQ ID NO. 

3. The isolated GPRA polypeptide of claim 1 comprising the amino acid 
sequence selected from the group consisting of B-Long (SEQ ID NO: 5), B-Short (SEQ ID 
NO:7) , C (SEQ ID NO:9), D (SEQ. ID NO: 1 1), E (SEQ ID NO: 13) and F (SEQ ID NO: 15) 

4. An isolated GPRA polypeptide comprising at least 1 0 contiguous 
amino acids from amino acids 343-377 of B-long (SEQ ID NO:5). 

5. An isolated GPRA polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence 
that has at least 80% sequence identity to an amino acid sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13 and 15 over a sequence comparison window of 
at least 40 amino acids when compared using the BLASTP algorithm with a wordlength (W) 
of 3, and the BLOSUM62 scoring matrix provided that the polypeptide includes a variant 
amino acid encoded by a variant form shown in Table 7. 

6. An isolated GPRA polypeptide of claim 1 comprising the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO:3 provided that the sequence contains an amino acid substitution of 
Asn 1 07Ile, Arg241 Ser, or Gln344Arg. 

7. An isolated GPRA polypeptide of claim 1 comprising the amino acid 
sequence of SEQ ID NO:5 provided that the sequence contain as an amino acid substitution 
of Asn instead of lie at codon position 107, Arg instead of Ser at codon position 241, and/or 
Thr instead of Be at codon position 366. 
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8. An isolated nucleic acid encoding the GPRA polypeptide of any of the 
preceding claims. 

9. The isolated nucleic acid of claim 8 that hybridizes under highly 
stringent conditions to any of SEQ ID NOS: 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 wherein the highly 
stringent conditions are 6 x NaCl/sodium citrate (SSC) at about 45 °C for a hybridization 
step, followed by a wash of 2 x SSC at 50 °C 

10. An isolated nucleic acid of claim 8 that hybridizes under highly 
stringent conditions to any of SEQ ID NOS: 1, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 without hybridizing 
under the same highly stringent conditions to SEQ ID NO:2, wherein the highly stringent 
conditions are 6 x NaCl/sodium citrate (SSC) at about 45 °C for a hybridization step, 
followed by a wash of 2 x SSC at 50 °C. 

11. An isolated nucleic acid of claim 8 having a sequence that is at least 90 
% identical to a nucleic acid having a sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID 
NO: 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 over the entire length of the selected SEQ ID NO when compared 
using the BLASTN algorithm with a wordlength (W) of 1 1 , M=5, and N= -4. 

12. An isolated nucleic acid of claim 8 having a sequence that is at least 80 
% identical to a nucleic acid having a sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID 
NO: 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 over a sequence comparison window of at least 100 
nucleotides when compared using the BLASTN algorithm with a wordlength (W) of 1 1, 







il 





variant form as shown in Table 3 or Table 7. 

13. The isolated nucleic acid of claim 12, wherein the variant form is at a 
polymorphic site not designated by a * in Table 7. 

14. An isolated nucleic acid of claim 8 having a sequence that is at least 80 % 
identical to a nucleic acid having a sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID 
NO: 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12, and 14 over a sequence comparison window of at least 100 
nucleotides when compared using the BLASTN algorithm with a wordlength (W) of 1 1, 
M=5, and N= -4 provided that the nucleic acid includes a polymorphic site occupied by a 
reference form designated with a * in Table 7. 
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15. An isolated genomic DNA molecule or a minigene having at least one 
intronic sequence and encoding a GPRA polypeptide that has at least 80 % sequence identity 
to an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 
13 and 15 over a region at least 40 amino acids in length when compared using the BLASTP 
algorithm with a wordlength (W) of 3, and the BLOSUM62 scoring matrix . 

16. The isolated genomic DNA molecule or minigene of claim 15, 
comprising at least exons IQ-IV of SEQ ID NO: 2. 

17. The isolated genomic DNA molecule or minigene of claim 15, wherein 
the intronic sequence is from intron 2 or 3 of a GPRA gene. 

18. The isolated genomic DNA molecule or minigene of claim 15, wherein 
the GPRA polypeptide includes amino acids 343-377 of B-Long (SEQ ID NO:5) 

19. The isolated genomic DNA molecule or minigene of claim 15, wherein 
the polypeptide is SEQ. ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13 or 15. 

20. The isolated nucleic acid, genomic DNA molecule or minigene of any 
of claims 8-19, linked to a second nucleic acid with which it is not naturally associated. 

21. The isolated nucleic acid, genomic DNA molecule or minigene of 
claim 20, wherein the second nucleic acid includes a heterologous promoter operably linked 
to a gene within the isolated nucleic acid. 

22. A vector comprising the isolated nucleic acid, genomic molecule or 
minigene nucleic acid of any of claims 8-2 1 . 

23. A host cell comprising the vector of claim 22. 

24. An antibody that specifically binds to an epitope within amino acids 
343-377 of B-long (SEQ ID NO:5) or amino acids 332-366 of B-short (SEQ ID NO:7). 

25. A method of preventing or treating asthma, other IgE mediated disease, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer, comprising 

administering to a patient suffering from or at risk of asthma, other IgE 
mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer an effective amount of a 
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modulator of a GPRA polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence selected from the 
group consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, and 15. 

26. The method of claim 25, further comprising admiiustering an effective 
amount of a modulator of a AAA1 polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence selected 
from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 
41. 

27. The method of claim 25, wherein the modulator binds to the GPRA 

polypeptide. 

28. The method of claim 25, wherein the modulator inhibits expression of 
the GPRA polypeptide. 

29. The method of claim 25, wherein the modulator is a transcript of an 
AAA1 gene or an inhibitor of expression of an AAA1 gene. 

30. The method of claim 26, wherein the modulator of the AAA1 
polypeptide binds to the AAA1 polypeptide. 

3 1 . The method of claim 26, wherein the modulator of the AAA1 
polypeptide inhibits expression of the AAA1 polypeptide. 

32. A method of identifying a modulator of a GPRA polypeptide, 

comprising 

contacting a cell expressing a GPRA polypeptide with an agent; 

detennining whether the agent modulates expression of the GPRA 
polypeptide and/or signal transduction through the GPRA polypeptide, wherein the GPRA 
polypeptide is defined by any of claims 1-7. 

33. The method of claim 32, wherein the cell further expresses an AAA1 

polypeptide. 

34. A method of determining risk of asthma, other IgE mediated disease, 

* 

chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer, comprising; 

determining whether the individual has a variant polymorphic form in 
a GPRA gene, wherein presence of the variant polymorphic form indicates risk of asthma, 
other IgE mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer. 



* 
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35. The method of claim 34, wherein the variant form occurs in a 
noncoding region of the GPRA gene 

36. The method of claim 34, wherein the variant form occurs in a coding 
region of the GPRA gene 

37. The method of claim 34, wherein the variant form occurs between 
introns 1 and 4 of the GPRA gene. 

38. The method of claim 34, wherein the determining comprises 
determining whether the individual has a variant form relative to SEQ ED NO: 1 (AST-1 
locus). 

39. The method of claim 34, wherein the determining comprises 
determining whether the individual has a variant form relative to any of SEQ ID NOS: 1, 3, 5, 
7,9, 11, 13, and 15. 

40. The method of claim 34, wherein the variant form is a variant form 
shown in Table 3. 

41 . The method of claim 40, wherein the variant form is at a polymorphic 
site shown in Table 3. 

42. The method of claim 34, wherein the variant form is a variant form 
shown in Table 7. 

43. The method of claim 34, wherein the variant form is a variant form at a 
polymorphic site not designated * in Table 7. 

44. The method of claim 34, wherein the determining comprising 
determining whether the individual has variant polymorphic forms relative to SEQ ID NO: 1 
at each of a plurality of polymorphic sites within the AST-1 locus, the presence of variant 
polymorphic forms at two or more of the plurality of polymorphic sites indicating increased 
risk of asthma, other IgE mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer. 

45. The method of claim 34, further comprising determining whether the 
individual has a variant polymorphic form in an AAA1 gene, wherein presence of the variant 
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polymorphic form indicates risk of asthma, other IgE-mediated disease, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease or cancer. 

46. The method of claim 45, wherein the variant polymorphic form occurs 
in the coding region of the AAA1 gene. 

47. The method of claim 34, further comprising amplifying at least part of 
SEQ ID NO:l (AST-1) locus including the polymorphic site before the determining step. 

48. The method of claim 34, wherein the determining is performed by 
allele specific amplification, allele specific hybridization, single strand conformation 
polymorphism (SSCP), oligonucleotide ligation assay, single-base extension assay, or 
restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP). 

■ 

49. A method for identifying a polymorphic site correlated with a disease 
selected from the group consisting of asthma, other IgE-mediated disease, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease and cancer or susceptibility thereto, comprising; 

identifying a polymorphic site within a GPRA gene, 
determining whether a variant polymorphic form occupying the site is 
associated with the disease or susceptibility thereto. 

50. The method of claim 49, wherein the variant form occurs in a 
noncoding region of the GPRA gene 

5 1 . The method of claim 49, wherein the variant form occurs in a coding 
region of the GPRA gene 

52. The method of claim 49, wherein the variant form occurs between 
introns 2 and 4 of the GPRA gene. 

53. The method of claim 49, wherein the determining comprises 
determining whether the individual has a variant form relative to SEQ ID NO: 1 (AST-1 
locus) 
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54. The method of claim 49, wherein the determining comprises 
determining whether the individual has a variant form relative to any of SEQ ID NOS: 1,3,5, 
7, 9,11,13, and 15. 

55. The method of claim 49, wherein the determining is performed by 
comparing the frequency of the variant polymorphic form in individuals with and without the 
disease. 

56. A primer or probe nucleic acid that hybridizes under highly stringent 
conditions to a segment of SEQ ID NO: 1, 2 or 4 or a variant form thereof differing from SEQ 
ID NO: 1, 2 or 4 at a position shown in Table 3 or Table 7, wherein the segment includes or 
is immediately adjacent to a polymorphic site shown in Table 3 or Table 7. 

57. The primer or probe of claim 56, wherein the position is a position 
other than a position designated * in Table 7. 

58. The primer or probe of claim 56 that is perfectly complementary to a 
segment of SEQ ID NO: 1, 2 or 4. 

59. The primer or probe of claim 56 that is perfectly complementary to a 
variant form of a segment of SEQ ID NO: 1, 2 or 4 shown in Table 3 or Table 7. 

60. The primer or probe of claim 56 that specifically hybridizes to the 
segment of SEQ. ID NO: 1 , 2 or 4 without hybridizing to a corresponding segment of an 
allelic variant shown in Table 3 or Table 7. 

61. A primer of claim 56 for conducting a single-base extension reaction, 
whereby the primer is perfectly complementary to a segment that is immediately adjacent to 
but does not include the polymorphic site. 

62. A transgenic animal comprising a nucleic acid according to any one of 

claims 8-21. 

63. The transgenic animal of claim 62, further comprising a nucleic acid 
encoding an AAA1 polypeptide. 



64. A transgenic animal of claim 62 disposed to develop a characteristic of 
asthma, other IgE-mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer in 



4 
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which an endogenous a GPRA gene encoding a cognate form of a GPRA polypeptide defined 
by any of SEQ ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1, 13 and 15 is functionally disrupted to prevent 
expression of a gene product 

65. The transgenic animal of claim 64 in which an endogenous AAA1 
gene encoding a cognate form of an AAA1 polypeptide defined by an of SEQ ED NOS: 17, 
19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 3 1, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41 is functionally disrupted to prevent 
expression of a gene product of the AAA1 gene. 

66. A kit for use in diagnosing or assessing predisposition to asthma, other 
IgE-mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer, comprising; 

a container; and in the container: 

a compound, preferably labeled, capable of detecting a polymorphic 
form at a polymorphic site in a susceptibility locus for asthma as defined by SEQ ID NO: 1, 2 
or 4. 

67. The kit according to claim 66, wherein the polymorphic site occurs at 
a position shown in Table 3, Table 7, Table 12, Table 13 or Table 14. 

68. The kit according to claim 66, wherein the compound is a primer or 

probe. 

* 

69. The kit according to claim 66, wherein said primer is the primer of 
claim 56. - 

70. An isolated AAA1 polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence 
that has at least 80% sequence identity to an amino acid sequence selected from the group 
consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41 over the 
entire length of the selected SEQ ID No: when compared using the BLASTP algorithm with a 
wordlength (W) of 3, and the BLOSUM62 scoring matrix. 

7 1 . The isolated AAA1 polypeptide of claim 70 comprising an amino acid 
sequence that has at least 90% sequence identity to the selected amino acid sequence. 

72. The isolated AAA1 polypeptide of claim 70 comprising an amino acid 
sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 3 1 , 
33,35, 37, 39 and 41. 
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73. The isolated AAA1 polypeptide of claim 70 comprising at least 10 
contiguous amino acids from an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ IDNOS:17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41. 

74. An isolated nucleic acid encoding the AAA1 polypeptide of any of 

claims 70-73. 

75 . The isolated nucleic acid of claim 74 that hybridizes under highly 
stringent conditions to any of SEQ ID NOS: 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 
40, wherein the highly stringent conditions are 6 x NaCl/sodium citrate (SSC) at about 45 °C 
for a hybridization step, followed by a wash of 2 x SSC at 50 °C 

76. An isolated nucleic acid of claim 74 having a sequence that is at least 
80% identical to a nucleic acid having a sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ 
ID NO: 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40 over the entire length of the 
selected SEQ ID NO when compared using the BLASTN algorithm with a wordlength (W) of 
ll,M=5,andN=-4. 

77. The isolated nucleic acid of claim 76, wherein at least one polymorphic 
site shown in Table 12 is occupied by a variant nucleotide. 

78. An isolated nucleic acid having at least 20 contiguous nucleotides from 
a sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 
32, 34, 36, 38 and 40. 

79. An isolated genomic DNA molecule or a minigene having at least one 
intronic sequence and encoding an AAA1 polypeptide that has at least at least 80 % sequence 
identity to an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 17, 
19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41 over the entire length of the selected SEQ ID 
NO. when compared using the BLASTP algorithm with a wordlength (W) of 3, and the 
BLOSUM62 scoring matrix . 

80. The isolated genomic DNA molecule or minigene of claim 79, wherein 
the polypeptide has a sequence seleted from the group consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 17, 19, 
21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41. 
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8 1 . The isolated nucleic acid, genomic DNA molecule or minigene of 
claim 79 or 80 linked to a second nucleic acid with which it is not naturally associated. 



82. The isolated nucleic acid, genomic DNA molecule or minigene of 
claim 79, wherein the second nucleic acid includes a heterologous promoter operably linked 
to a gene within the isolated nucleic acid. 

83. A vector comprising the isolated nucleic acid, genomic molecule or 
minigene nucleic acid of any of claims 74-82. 

84. A host cell comprising the vector of claim 83. 

85. An antibody that specifically binds to a polypeptide selected from the 
group consisting of SEQ IDNOS:17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and41. 

86. A method of preventing or treating asthma, other IgE-mediated 

i 

disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer, comprising 

administering to a patient suffering from or at risk of asthma, other IgE- 
mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer an effective amount of a 
modulator of an AAA1 polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence selected from the 
group consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41. 

87. The method of claim 86, wherein the modulator binds to the AAA1 

polypeptide. 

88. The method of claim 86, wherein the modulator inhibits or induces 
expression of the AAA1 polypeptide. 

89. A method of identifying a modulator of an AAA1 polypeptide, 

comprising 

contacting an AAA1 polypeptide with an agent; 

determining whether the agent binds to the AA1 polypeptide, 
modulates expression of the AAA1 polypeptide or modulates activity of the AAA1 
polypeptide, wherein the AAA1 polypeptide comprises an amino acid sequenced as defined 
by any of SEQ ID NOS: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41. 



WO 2004/056866 PCT7FI2003/000973 

99 

90. The method of claim 89, wherein the AAA1 polypeptide is expressed 

from a cell. 

91 . A method of determining risk of asthma, other IgE mediated disease, 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer, comprising; 

determining whether the individual has a variant polymorphic form in 
an AAA1 gene, wherein presence of the variant polymorphic form indicates risk of asthma, 
other IgE mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer. 

r 

92. The method of claim 9 1 , wherein the variant form occurs in a 
noncoding region of the AAA1 gene 

93 . The method of claim 9 1 , wherein the variant form occurs in a coding 
region of the AAA1 gene 

94. The method of claim 9 1 , wherein the determining comprises 
determining whether the individual has a variant form relative to SEQ ID NO: 1 (AST-1 
locus) 

95. The method of claim 91, wherein the determining comprises 
determining whether the individual has a variant form relative to any of SEQ ID NOS: 16, 1 8, 
20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40. 

<*■ 

96. The method of claim 91, wherein the variant form is a variant form * 
shown in Table 12. 

97. The method of claim 91, wherein the determining is performed by 
allele specific amplification, allele specific hybridization, single strand conformation 
polymorphism (SSCP), oligonucleotide ligation assay, single-base extension assay, or 
restriction fragment length polymorphism (RFLP). 

98. A method for identifying a polymorphic site correlated with a disease 
seleceted from the group consisting of asthma, other IgE mediated disease, chronic 
obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer or susceptibility thereto, comprising; 

identifying a polymorphic site within an AAA1 gene, 
determining whether a variant polymorphic form occupying the site is 
associated with the disease or susceptibility thereto. 
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99. The method of claim 98, wherein the variant form occurs in a 
noncoding region of the AAA1 gene. 

100. The method of claim 98, wherein the variant form occurs in a coding 
region of the AAA1 gene 

101. The method of claim 98, wherein the determining comprises 
determining whether the individual has a variant form relative to SEQ ID NO: 1 (AST-1 
locus) 

102. The method of claim 98, wherein the determining comprises 
determining whether the individual has a variant form relative to any of SEQ ID NOS : 1 6, 1 8, 
20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40. 

103. The method of claim 98, wherein the determining is performed by 
comparing the frequency of the variant polymorphic form in individuals with and without the 
disease. 

104. A primer or probe nucleic acid of nucleotides that hybridizes under 
highly stringent conditions to a segment of SEQ ID NO: 16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 
36, 38 and 40 or a variant form thereof differing from SEQ ID NOS.16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 
28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40 at a single polymorphic site. 

105. The primer of probe of claim 104, wherein the polymorphic site is one 
shown in Table 3 or 12. 

106. The primer or probe of claim 104 that is perfectly complementary to a 
segment of SEQ ID NOS:16, 18, 20, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30, 32, 34, 36, 38 and 40. 

107. A primer or probe of claim 104 for conducting a single-base extension 
reaction, whereby the primer is perfectly complementary to a segment that is immediately 
adjacent to but does not include the polymorphic site. 

108. A transgenic animal comprising a nucleic acid according to any one of 

claims 74-82. 

109. A transgenic animal of claim 108 disposed to develop a characteristic 
of asthma, other IgE-mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer in 
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which an endogenous a AAA1 gene encoding a cognate form of an AAA1 polypeptide 
defined by any of SEQ ID NOS: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41 is 
functionally disrupted to prevent expression of a gene product. 

1 10. A pharmaceutical composition comprising an effective amount of a 
GPRA polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ. ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1, 13, and 15 or a modulator thereof for the prevention or 
treatment of asthma or other IgE mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or 
cancer. 

111. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 110, further comprising an 
effective amount of an AAA1 polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence selected from 
the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 17, 19,21,23,25,27,29,31,33,35, 37, 39, and41 or 
a modulator thereof. 

1 12. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 110, wherein, the modulator 
binds to the GPRA polypeptide and/or activates/inhibits expression of the GPRA polypeptide. 

113. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 111, wherein the modulator is a 
transcript of an AAA1 gene or an activator/inhibitor of expression of an AAA1 gene. 

1 14. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 111, wherein the modulator 
binds to the AAA1 polypeptide and/or activates/inhibits expression of the AAA1 polypeptide. 

115. Use of a GPRA polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence selected 
from the group consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1, and 13 or a modulator thereof for 
the manufacture of a medicament for the prevention or treatment of asthma or other IgE 
mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or cancer. 

1 16. The use of claim 1 15, wherein a GPRA polypeptide comprising an amino 
acid sequence selected from the group consisting of SEQ. ID NOS: 3, 5, 7, 9, 1 1, 13, and 15 
or a modulator thereof, and an AAA1 polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence 
selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 
39, and 41 or a modulator thereof are used for the manufacture of said medicament. 
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1 17. A pharmaceutical composition comprising an effective amount of an 
AAA1 polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence selected from the group consisting of 
SEQ ED NOS: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 39, and 41 or a modulator thereof for 
the prevention or treatment of asthma or other IgE mediated disease, chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease or cancer. 

118. The pharmaceutical composition of claim 1 17, wherein the modulator 
binds to the AAA1 polypeptide and/or activates/inhibits expression of the AAA1 polypeptide. 

119. Use of an AAA1 polypeptide comprising an amino acid sequence 
selected from the group consisting of SEQ ID NOS: 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 31, 33, 35, 37, 
39, and 41 or a modulator thereof for the manufacture of a medicament for the prevention or— 
treatment of asthma or other IgE mediated disease, chronic obstructive pulmonary disease or 
cancer. 



